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Subject: The Grand Orient of France:

At the July meeting of the Lodge, after the LectoyeR.W.Bro. Haussmann on 'World Freemasonry in
Harmony', he distributed to those present, a cémne of the pages of the web-site of the Grane@mf
France, called th&Vhite Book of Laicité. "

Bro Eric Townsend has submitted the following qu of the web-site and its various statementsrder
to make this criticism understandable to all, estsaf the web-site statements made are linkekg@oints
made by Bro. Townsend.

Finally, the paper's author, R. W.Bro. Haussmarsrbplied.

EXTRACT: Under Laique values "The laiqgue humanism relies on the principleotéftfreedom of
conscience."

Bro. E. T. You can Kill billions and still claimttd freedom of conscience - this means nothingotzo
Conscience" is a far different thing. Hitler ancal8t had ‘freedom of conscience'.

EXTRACT: Laique practices - A civic and social statusThe rules are clearly defined and based on
human rights. No group, political, sect or churah claim to penetrate, or even more, to turn thetfaning
of the republican society to its advantage. Theusgon of the church from the state is the cotoeesof
social "lalcisme". It admits neither (sic) exceptimor modulation nor adjustment. Its totality amikgrality
are the conditions for its existence. It is theyomay for everyone to believe or not to believelgtireeing
the churches themselves from official relationshijitt the state. If the churches want to existthet
churchgoers fund them, religion being a matterasspnal conviction."

Bro. E. T. This means whoever has the most momey Whis is just as wrong as Government not tegchin
Evolution in schools. Will it protect church propefrom vandalism?

EXTRACT: "Civil law is the only one empowered to organize field of civic and social life. The
republican representatives, elected or civil sasjaxpect in return during the exercise of thections, an
absolute neutrality in relation to individual orlleative practices and observe a strict obligabbreserve."
Bro. E.T. May God help us! This is impossible.chlll authorities can be bought and manipulated by
powerful money. Look at our civil law; it's a joH2o we trust our solicitor? Yes, they promise ahdrge a
lot but do we get justice?

EXTRACT: "Finally, the lalque and republican school muskept free from all interference, either
economical, denominational or ideological, even mvtlisguised as apparently cultural. School is rbee
for manifestations, neither for the confrontatidrdifferences of opinion; it is a place where, afanmon
accordall particularism and all similar conditions are fortgot School must prohibit all forms of
proselytism.

Bro. E. T. Does this mean we teach nothing? Stsdast accept what they are told and all agree rmybo
has an opinion. 'Big Brother Rides Again'.

EXTRACT: The future - New fields of application - "In a Wcharacterised by the most profound
disruption of economical, political, social andtauél structures that we have known for centuriescite
appears as the response to this fundamental guestat can be done to remedy the anxiety, theiahgu
the indifference, the abandonment of all sensegdaonsibility and the violence?

In a society ever more multicultural, laicité caadh individuals to cooperate, to find a certain
understanding and harmony in their differences.Haie already described the dangers of separate
communities. We can see that nationalism is growpn in Europe, nourished by religious and ethnic
hate. 'Lalcite is the only idea viable to bring b&asting peace to the Balkans, an example amangsy.
Bro. E.T, Why can not any culture be taught to apf@te other cultures, without having to changeoiis
culture. Why is laicité — the only one? You careteaWational Culture, while tolerating individuaimority
cultural differences so long as those minoritiee Ipeacefully within the National Culture and da tng to
openly change it to theiriews(intolerance).



EXTRACT: "There is still much to do, even in Europe, whesantries having political and judicial
systems approaching the French "laic" system, imghable to evolve in this way, are rare. The
Establishment logics, with reuards to religion) &rgely dominate. However some signs promptauthink
that evolution is possible: modification, more andre questions are being posed, in this same goabtut
taxing religion.

Bro. E. T. Evolution to what? And for whom?

EXTRACT: The ever more frequent judicial interventions atdy to settle problems linked to religious
practices(e.g. the wearing of the Islamic veildghaol), is disturbing. It's up to the Republic &fide unitary
measures and to hold by them. Society life mustesxlve itself to be directed by a series of pmslences
concerning the practices and relationships betwid&rent communities. There is a very severe
americanisation of community life, which questiohes foundation of our republican society.

Bro. E. T. If this means moslems can wear thetoathool if they wish - what tolerance is thistioair
part?

EXTRACT: The "laicisation" of life styles(love and sexuglitleath and illness) is not finished. The liberty
to choose one's way of life, the social modesfeffor couples and families, the fundamental gu@earior
liberty in this context, children's rights and dignare so many fields of application for a "|&&i as
guarantor for the freedom of body and spirit.

Bro. E. T. Does this mean homosexuality and lesdnais to be considered normal. How does recognmitio
help the family?

EXTRACT: In the composition of moral or ethical committ@dsch are formed here and there, it is
important to favour in the choice of members tladittities and not their convictions. For shouldn& aim
of these committees be to see that the necessadtions are sufficient for the exercise of libeatyd the
respect of human dignity, rather than to try topgkadalse balance between rival communities ?
Bro.E.T. Shouldn't people have convictions and kimithey be recognised?

EXTRACT: Finally, culture and artistic creation, and alsfmimation and communication participate to the
development of awareness which is no longer reddnreschools, It is necessary however to permdyent
ensure that no religious or dogmatic taboos aralradseconomical or ideological pressure groups can
impose the slightest limitation to liberty, evendgonomically stifling the vitality of minority gups. Itis in
the name of "laicité" that we must denounce alf®of single-mindedness.

Bro E. T. It never was reserved for schools!

This also suggests, kill off everything you dogtea with, particularly religion! Who makes the wans,

who and what to destroy. | thought this whole sysbé "laicité" was to protect freedoms. Finallynist
denouncing single-mindedness fearsome in itself?

EXTRACT: "Laicité" is not an outdated idea but on the cagteaprogressive idea, and has many fields of
action open before it.
Bro E.T. It seems that one action is to burn thxebi

EXTRACT: " Laicité " has become institutional. It has adlefgamework and its proper rules. Its rules
apply to the whole social guild and it is not tleeult of progressive contracts between communities
groups. there is, after all, only one sort of tit@" which cannot be qualified : it can be eith@ew" nor
"plural".

Bro. E. T. It cannot be qualified or defined beaitds not possible and deliberately destroys thiaich it
claims to protect. It is like trying to grab a hdabtof air. It has no substance.

EXTRACT: "Laicité" is a notion founded upon humanistic pijtes built up over the years. It is an
assertion with a strong signification and valuéaivour of individual liberty. It is the strongestayantor of
civil peace. It includes a personal moral and aa@thic. It is an action and will, even resistanecesistance
to the tendency to renounce, to the comfort ofrgjvin to single-mindedness.

Bro. E.T. It will destroy individual liberty as so@s it gets power.

IN SUMMARY:

Regarding "laicité" , my views are that this systiatroys what it claims to protect and dimly stfuat.
Contraryto passing laws to limit religion in schools andtst | would encourage all Christian religion. |
would fund Christian Church schools unconditionallywould legislate that no veils or moslem atsteould
be worn at school. | would not stop Islam beinggtatin schools if they re-wrote the Koran(gettii) of
their teachings against so-called unbelievers)ouid support the present view by Grand Lodges bf no



recognising the Grand Orient of France if thislig tpolicy of the that body. | am not against theshbut
against the impossibility of its application, itk of definition and its 'tearing down effect'thvaiut
satisfactory replacement of existing social norAtieism will not help the spiritual nature of theople.
Atheism, with all its pretences to tolerance i®li@atant and ‘anti-' everything else, Materialismedmot act
through reason and logic but through greed. Evasvédr-zealous religion is wrong, atheism will prove
worse. There are few people who live and act bpd30onscience’, so if we elect 'free consciencghimg
will prove free. Hitler and Stalin will rise again a more prohibitive and deadly form - all in thame of
protecting freedom through civil responsibility.

Author in Reply:
Bro. Townsend has made a number of argumentativéspgsome of which are valid butvill not attempt to
develop answers for all points made as there aretany to cover.

I cannot stress enough the proposition referred toy paper and borrowed from that of Bro. Murray
Alford's reference to Matt Ridley's "The Origins\éiftue" that'morality is actually built into the operation
oldie universe and is not the exclusive possesHiogligion'.

If this is accepted by Bro. Townsend, much of cistin fails. | have said that we are, (perhaps utingly),
whether by Western Values or by Eastern, indodirigachildren before they have the innate abilityully
assess the world about them. As he says "givewiagtthey are more likely to act unselfishly asg$on
these codes of behaviour to their descendantfieoystruction they receive'. Bro. Townsend righéiers
to examples of past criminal behaviour - who knewist sort of an upbringing Stalin and Hitler hazhe
can only imagine!

One must ask why he is prepared to back the Gimisthooling of children against Muslim schooling,
without the removal also of some offending passagése Bible, (and to which most Christians eithes
ignorant of, or are put aside as 'irrelevant’).

Of course, it is the instructor who makes the stofdgny subject come into being, and to influenuiéddeen.
This is where the philosophy of "Laicitisation"tbie Grand Orient of France is "coming from". Itlkse&o
help people make decisions which are right, betvi@erpeople or two hundred.

In regard to Atheism, | don't know whether the Gr@rient is atheistic. It claims not to be. Suriély
member of the G.O.F. believes that the Grand Desighe Universe was a Natural Development and in
accordance with the laws of the all-seeing eyeaiiiée, he does not have to believe that a pecsdied
God, with a flair for such design caused it alhtppen.

Graeme Haussmann P.Dist.G.M.



