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What should M asons do about anti-M asons?

Institution to lead you into argument with thoseondut of ignorance may disparage it") and say that

Some Masons point to the Charge given to Enteredégjzes ("You shall not suffer your zeal for the
Masons should not respond in any way to the allegaif anti-Masons.

Others say that that charge is giveretbered Apprentices, and a Master Mason is supposed to be in corn
mand of more knowledge about Masonry and therdfetier able to respond to such individuals. (The
Master Mason's charge says he is "qualified toecbthe errors of less-informed Brethren," whichtaialy
implies that the Master Mason is also qualifieddorect those who are not Masons at all.)

But should even a well-informed Master Mason ansamgiFMasons? There is a saying about getting dirty
after wrestling with pigs. However, the lessonshef civil rights era in America may be instructiBagotry
was overcome as much by education as any otheitgciihe tireless efforts of the NAACP and ADL to
present the truth about blacks and Jews in thedao®ny stereotypes, prejudices, and outrightHes
made bigotry unacceptable, if not unknown, in nodgiolite society.

There is also the unfortunate fact of human nahata lie unanswered is often perceived as unaabhe
(Sometimes phrased "a lie can travel around thédvibmfore the truth can get dressed.") Peoplelateca
ready to believe in outlandish stories about anlthese times, and a cleverly-fashioned lie femdthis
gullibility. A prompt, well-written, and truthfulesponse can put the kvbosh on such slanders.

However, if you are a new Mason, imbued with maal zhan knowledge (as the EA charge cited might
have it), you would be best not engaging in disputk anti-Masons. They have composed a great many
plausible arguments, complete with Biblical citagpsubtle distortions, and quotations out of cdaré
Masonic material. A substantial background in tleguments. as well as knowledge of the history and
philosophy of Masonry (and of western culture ingal) is essential to contend successfully wignthAn
even temperament (i.e., subdued passions) is alpfuh anti-Masons often become angrily incoherent
when confronted, and providing a contrast to tledtaviour is extraordinarily valuable. A commandhad
commonest questions and answeiisich arise in this context is highly desirabfeydu do not have the
necessary armaments for this battle, leave the ftethose who do; there is much else in Masonrydao to
pursue.
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