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THE MYTHS AND LEGENDS OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR (PART ONE)
by Wor. Bro. J.A.J. Lynd

In my previous paper "The Knights Templar" | corticated on the historical facts surrounding this ieea
order of warrior monks. In this paper | had inteshtte examine some of the more legendary aspetkeof
Templars, both during their 190 years of officigistence and also after their suppression on therioos,
and afterwards unlucky, Friday 13' October 130Aveler, once | started my researches 1 soon redhzed
this was such a large topic and so much had already written on it, that | would have to devoteesal
papers to it, just to scratch the surface. Conggtyuthis will be part one in a series of papem®pe to write
on the subject and it will cover some 'myths' theate arisen about the Templars, up to the timaafues
de Molay, the last Grand Master of the medievale@rd

PRIORY OF SION

No one knows for sure why Hugues de Payens and efiglr crusader knights decided to found the Poor
Fellow Soldiers of Jesus Christ and the Templeabdi@on at Jerusalem in 1118. Ostensibly they were t
give military protection to the thousands of Chaistpilgrims who were flocking to the Holy Land senthe
founding of the Crusader States. These mainly kshrkingdoms and principalities in Palestine, cambe
existence following the taking of Jerusalem from Muslims, under their governor Iftikhar, by thedes of
the First Crusade under Raymond of Toulouse, ir®,188d were collectively known as Outramer which
means 'overseas'. However in 1956 a series of damisnsalled the 'Dossiers Secrets' were allegedly
discovered in Paris by one Pierre Plantard de Sdait. These papers consisted of genealogies efihg
kings of what is now mostly known as France, altiotheir domain extended into parts of what later
became other countries, such as Germany. This dyyelsty of Franks, who were of Germanic originfeve
known as the Merovingians after their semi-mythexratestor King Merovee, but their hold over thenksa
was consolidated in the last part of the fifth cepty the historical King Clovis. Their descendalatter
became the Holy Roman Emperors and also establibkderench monarchy. These kings will come up
again, especially in the section on Reties le Ghatén my next paper. But the most interesting pafmund
among the 'Dossiers Secrets' were those relatiagpteviously unknown secret society known as the
'Prieure de Sion' or Priory of Sion. These papkisned this order predated the Knights Templariarfelct
that the Templars were founded by the Priory oh3mbe its military wing. The word Sion in the naof
the order is a way of referring to the Holy CityJefrusalem and has certain religious connotatisiss.
among the documents was a list of some of the Gvéasters of the Priory of Sion, starting with Jelen
Gisons in 1188 and finishing with Jean Cocteaudih8l Among the Grand Masters on this list were such
notable figures as Leonardo da Vinci, Isaac Newataeh the Irishman Robert Boyle. Some have claimed
from these documents that the Priory of Sion wasded by Godfroi de Bouillon in 1090 some nine gear
before the conquest of Jerusalem, while othersndlat the papers reveal the true founding dabeasy |
099 and at Jerusalem, shortly after its capture.@tder of the Temple has also been closely litlgesome
writers to another secret society, based on a gobégmilies, who called themselves 'Rex Dens' s of
God. These writers claim that its origins go baxkéscendants of the Jewish priestly class, whoiatéd

at the Temple of Jerusalem, and who lost theirtioosi and became part of the Jewish diaspora fallgpw
the destruction of the Temple, after the takindarusalem by the Romans under Titus, in the yeab70
These Judiac descendants were known as 'Bellieraind it is claimed that their real aim for Resub was
to rebuild the Temple and that they encouragedaimeation of the Knights Templar to help achievis th
dream. However there appears to be considerabté&appéng on what has been written about these two
secret societies and it is possible that if thelyediist, the Priory of Sion was simply a successdtex Deus
under a different name. Others have speculatedtaa®riory of Sion came into being to guard aeteand |
will come back to this topical theory later.




BAPHOMET

One of the allegations of heresy made against émeplars, following the suppression of the Ordet307
by King Philip IV (le Bel or 'the fair') of Francwith the connivance of the then Pope, Clement &5 that
they worshipped an image of, or even an actual, mified head. The lower grades of the Order appbrent
only ever saw a representation of the head, whilaciual head was used in the ceremonies of tlnesig
grades of initiation. During their interrogation the Dominicans who supervised the Inquisition, som
Brothers of the Orders, such as Etienne de Tr@agemsijtted that severed heads formed part of the Teemp
ritual. Other Knights, under torture or the threftorture, even gave a name to the head, cafling i
Baphomet. The derivation of this name is the suleémuch dispute but the most likely, is thatahtes
from the Spanish Moorish word ‘bufihimat' whichtgelf a corruption of the Arabic word 'abitriharhet
meaning Father of Wisdom'. Interestingly, recentknan the Dead Sea Scrolls has revealed the egsstan
a code, used by the Jewish Essene sect in the &sackgion of Palestine, around the time of CHrlsis
code is called the 'Atbash Cipher' and if appleethe word Ba.phomet it gives the translation 'Smpfihis
is the Greek word For the concept of Wisdom andavasnportant feature of an early form of Chrisitian
known as Gnosticism, which was later deemed toenetical by the orthodox Roman Church. It is
interesting to note that the Templars themselvemesd to have incorporated some Gnostic princijpies i
their belief system, as alleged in the chargesoésy brought against them by the Inquisition. Arot
possible explanation for the word Baphomet is ithiata corruption of the name of the founder @& th
Islamic religion, that of the Prophet Mohammed heathsThis is entirely possible given the fact tha
Templars, while in Palestine, often negotiatedesuith their Muslim neighbours and even allowed
Saracen emissaries to pray to Allah in their crgpruch to the chagrin of their less tolerant canipa.

An eighteenth century learned French Masonic contaten Nicolas de Bonneville, wrote that even the
great Saracen leader Saladin had been receivetha©rder of the Temple, before his reconquest of
Jerusalem, by the Knight Hugo of Tiberias and Treatplar initiates recognised an affinity with Islavith
the supposed cry of 'Yah Allah'. Also at one sthgeTemplars formed a close association with atieela
sect of Shia Muslims known as the 'hashashim'. Téerg named from the narcotic taken to inducerecera
which is thought to have made them oblivious toggsnand they are also the origin oldie Englishdvor
assassin. In I | 73 the Templars made a pact Wehdader of the 'assassins’, Sinan ibn Salman ibn
Muhammad, also known as 'the Old Man of the Mouhtaid the Templars even received an annual tribute
of 2000 besants from the sect. As the assassina &@dcture very similar to that of the Templad@rit is
not inconceivable that the Templars, not only stddheir form of Islam, but actually absorbed pafts
into their own beliefs.

At the trial of some Aragon Templars it was claintgdthe King of Aragon's Vicar, Ferrario de Bigtetthat
his uncle, who was a Templar priest, wore a cotdide his shirt, from which hung a silver beardedd
This to him confirmed that the rumour of head wigrstmong the Templars was true. This rumour was
strengthened by the finding of carved heads in Tanghapels, such as the one described during the
testimony of Hugues de Bure as being "wroughtliresiand gold". However modern historians have wsed
evidence of head worship, the existence of thetipgimfa head, with a long haired bearded faceaherwall
of a church at Templecoombe in Gloucestershires ¢hurch was formerly a Templar chapel attacheldeo
nearby Preceptory and the image can still be vievee today. Who Baphomet was meant to represent a
to whom the real severed head belonged, if it egtigs also the source of much speculation. A§dn the
Baptist was the patron saint of the Order and @/M&n to have been revered by the Templars, colildvie
been his mummified head? Even more controverstakiblasphemous assertion by some authors tisat it
that of Jesus Christ Himself, calling into doul# ttentral tenet of Christianity, the Resurrectisslf.

GUARDIANS OF THE GRAIL

The Order of the Temple has become intricatelydthto the legend of the Holy Grail. This came about
chiefly due to the publication of a new Christiarsion of the Arthurian legend, by a twelfth ceptaleric
and poet from the Languedoc region of what is nowttsern France, which he calleddente du Graal' or
the Story of the Grail. The writer's name was @Grretle Troyes and although a devout Christianshe i
believed to have been of Jewish ancestry. Langyedies known as the Razes, was not only a Templar
stronghold, containing the ancestral home of Bedde Blanche fort who was elected fourth Grandtbtas
of the Order in 1156, but was also a centre of esp@ heresy, as we shall see later. De Troyeshand t




German Wolfram von Eschenbach, the author of ane#rsion called "Parsivall one hundred years Jater
were both at pains to praise the Templars in tdgtings. By clothing initiates in these Grail Rontzs in
white garments with a red cross on the breasttiferm of the Templars, both insinuated that thregkits
Templar were the true Guardians of the Grail. Thielk to the Holy Grail has been further strengtbe iy
the recent finding of tombstones carved with thailGn the form of a communion cup, inside of whighs
the eight-pointed cipher of the Templars. Thesgathstones were found at Rosslyn Chapel near Edjhbu
which, as we shall see in a future paper, hasgtioks to the Templar presence in Scotland, TheslGr
legends themselves may have drawn on much eaagarpCeltic stories, involving magical bronze
cauldrons, and several intricately decorated braeremonial cauldrons, from the pre-Christian lAge
period, have been unearthed by archeologists. Hewtbe true nature of the Holy Grail in the Chasised
versions has been variously described as the oap\rhich Jesus and the Disciples drank at the Last
Supper, the chalice in which Joseph of Arimathembathe blood of Jesus as he hung on the cross or
sometimes as a large golden bowl similar to thainmsed to the Merovingian king, Dagobertadr, assisting
the Visigothic leader Sisenant in a war againstikied, Sumtilla of Spain. Recent writers have even
suggested that the Grail was not a physical olbjech secret heretical doctrine, involving a blawell
descended from a supposed marriage, between Jebidaay Magdalene. Indeed some even suggest that
Mary Magdalene herself was the Holy Grail, in tease of being a biological holy receptacle, byysag
the progeny of Jesus in her womb! By implicatidve Templars, as Guardians of the Grail, would Heaen
the keepers of this secret doctrine, which theg@don, through the ceremonies restricted to tigirer
level Brother Knights. During the religious fervaefrthe Middle Ages such a doctrine would have been
regarded as even more heretical than the presgrmdbwould have led to extremely punitive measures
from the forces associated with the orthodox Ro@haarch.

THE CATHARS

The Cathars were a religious sect contemporary théhistorical Knights Templar and were mostly
concentrated in the previously mentioned area ofteosn France known as the Languedoc. The name for
this region derived from langue d'oc’, the langusigeken in the southern part of France, which t@Eds
its word for yes, as opposed to the north who sfjiakgue d'oil' which originally used 'oil' as w®rd for
yes. The alternative name for the area is the Rambich stems from ancient Rhedae, itself pogdibing
of Germanic origin, as the Visigothic presenceehwad been significant. Also, as previously memthrihis
region had perhaps the biggest concentration ofplamactivity in Christendom, with many Templar ttes
and strongholds in the area, as well as Templaedwillages, farms and other businesses. In faetobthe
alleged fears of Philip le Bel was that the Tengplaould set up their own independent state in swath
France. The area had always been a fertile graametfigious unorthodoxy and also hathrge Jewish
popu lation, dating from the Jewish diaspora, feitg the taking of Jerusalem by Titus in 70AD agdia
after the expulsion of Jews from the city, by thmederor Hadrian, in 135AD. Several centres of thiske
mystical tradition of Ka bbalism flourished in theea, most notably at Troyes, which of course Wwas t
family seat of Cretien de Troyes, author of theilGamance.

The Cathars, who were also known as Albigensidtey, ane of their strongholds, the town of Albi in
southern France, were savagely persecuted by tiaR€&hurch for what it perceived as heretical temsh
However heresy is usually defined as a deviatiomfwhat are regarded as orthodox Christian dodrine
The name Cathar is thought to have been derivexd fine Greek 'katharos' meaning pure and they oéyrtai
had some aspects of Christianity incorporatedtimir beliefs, but they probably should be regaraead
separate faith. The main tenet of their religiorswee belief in dualism and the creation of thelehaand all
material, by 'Rex Mundi' or King of the World, at&alike usurper god. Thus everything earthly wék e
while the "good" God's creation was entirely spalt Whilst some early Gnostic Christians had ermdxia
the concept of dualism, its real origins stem fittven Persian religion known as Zoroastrianism, whvels
pre-Christian and also known as "fire worship".1@as also believed in reincarnation and their iatig
probably evolved from a succession of earlier dtiakcts, starting with the Manicheans of the Midgthst,
through to the Bogomils of the Balkans and finaltlg Paulicans, who were contemporary with the Gatha
and shared their beliefs. The Cathar Church itgeff organised into two groups, the main congregatfo
‘credenti' or believers and a second body set &pantthe credenti, known as the 'perfecti' or petf. These
perfecti were required to undergo a form of spalitsaptism called the ‘consolamentum' or consaolaiitis



granted the recipient forgiveness of all sins ugeath, immediate entry into the Kingdom of (thedjoo
God, and eternal life. To avoid the possibilityreiincarnation the ordinary credenti also had torise to
receive the consolamentum in extreme old age thregslay on their deathbed. Perfecti were alsoireduo
be celibate, observe dietary restrictions andrigstiot own property and give a vow of pacifismu3ihey
became known by the non-Cathars of the Languedporres the '‘bons hommes' or good men. It was from
the ranks of the perfecti that the clergy was drawd eventually formed into three orders viz. 'Mglj¢or
Bishops), 'Presbyters' (or Priests) and Deacores ciided of the of the evil nature of matter helydaan the
Cathars loathing, of procreation and the use abuarmethods of birth control, then as now, anathtathe
orthodox Roman Church. This led to persistent dtehaidiculous accusations of sexual deviancy ftom
orthodox Church, accusations later made againsteéhgplars. Although the Cathars appear to have led
utterly blameless and extremely worthy lives, ivgrty, chastity and simplicity, they became an obg
rabid hatred by the Roman Catholic Church, whaailjt sent numerous preachers and missionarigseto t
Languedoc, to win back the hearts and minds oCtiars. Even St. Bernard of Clairvaux, the great
Templar patron who had given the Order its 'Rulésited the region in 1165 to try and win themlbax
the Orthodox Church. Typically, St. Bernard wageesful enough of their way of life, to state i Ineport
to the Pope that if one was "to examine their mafdide you will find nothing irreproachable". Thiberal
view, however, was not shared by others in the Ro@taurch and in 1208 Pope Innocent Il issued his
"Bull of Anathema" which led to the subsequent gisian Crusade, whose military operation was
conducted by the fanatical 'Simon de Montfort. Canging with the battle of Beziers in 1209, thisrtir
and extended period of brutality continued unt#42The Albigensian Crusade culminated in the fasnou
siege of Montsegur, a medieval European Masadahwhasted for ten months and ended with the burning
alive of two hundred and five captured Cathar prrfen March 16th 1244. However in January, three
months before the siege came to its horrific eathesof the perfecti managed to escape by beingrémive
down the precipitous sides of the rocky peak, knawm 'pog' from the Latin '‘podium’ for elevateatcpl
They probably received help from some of the Igcadkruited besiegers who were sympathetic to the
Cathars. It is believed that the escaping perfeot with them some form of treasure, either tkeitective
wealth in the form of gold, silver or jewellery gih spiritual treasure of writings or knowledge exen the
Holy Grail itself. Also two days before the buntintpe besieged Cathars conducted a ceremony, pyaifab
Manichean origin., on the spring equinox. Altermeall it may have been a variation of the consolaoman
used in the event of war and known as the convarenYhatever the ceremony was, after it finishad fo
more perfecti escaped, with what was left of tirgiasure. What this extra material was is not kndwan
presumably something required for the ceremony.

What then was the connection between the Cathdrtharknights Templar? It has been documented that
the strong Templar presence in the area was sysifmth the Cathar cause and that Templars actively
assisted the Cathars to resist persecution bynthgdition. Contemporary adversaries of the Cathar&ct
claimed that the Templars were "the secular artheperfecti” and that like the perfecti, Templarghts
wore a cord under their garments, tied round thistwa@xt to the skin. The Templars are also knawhave
absorbed into their tenets, some aspects of Easlgious philosophy, during their sojourn in Fsiee,
and these may have included beliefs shared by dllea@s. Certainly both groups are known to have had
strong Gnostic principles incorporated in theictéags. Most notable however is that the Templahs
had been so much to the forefront of the Crusadései Holy Land, point blank refused to participat¢he
Albigensian Crusade. Having been credited as Gamasddf the Holy Grail, could the Templars have
deliberately protected the Cathars, as they knev@Gitail was in their possession? Could the Tempitems
have taken the Grail, whatever it was, into thein@are after the fall of Catharism? The Orderhef t
Temple of Solomon may even have assisted in thegpesaf the two groups of Cathar Perfecti, from the
fortress of Monsegur, in January and March of 1244.

THE LAST GRAND MASTER

The twenty-third and last Grand Master of the Oafdhe Temple of Solomon, Jacques de Molay, was bo
into a family of minor Lotharingen nobles in 1244 §ome historians de Molay was the twenty-second
Grand Master as they do include the rule of Ricluer@ure between 1244 and 1247). He was initiated i
the Order at Beaume in Burgundy at the age of tyweng, by the Master of the English Temple, Humbert
de Pairand, assisted by Aimery de La Roche, Mastire Temple in France. De Molay arrived in Outeem



to serve the Grand Master, William de Beaujeu, aadal275, when he was about thirty years of agthdn
Holy Land he gained a reputation for his braverg amas certainly very able in many ways. Howeveinde
objective, he was also described as being unimagmanflexible, politically naive and lacking unning,
all of which did not help him during his later ddfilties. After the fall of Acre in 1291 the CrusadStates of
Outramer had disappeared and the Order had Idstigen d'etre’. De Molay is known to have thesited
England and some historians believe he became #@stelof the Temple in England before becoming
Grand Master of the entire Order in 1293. Afterdlection as Grand Master he travelled extensivest, to
Rome to meet Pope Boniface VIl in order to gaonirhim the same rights for the Templars on Cyprus,
where they were now based, as they had enjoydgtirioly Land. He then travelled on to France and
England to drum up support for another Crusadeet® the Holy Land, but without success. Returnintipé
island of Cyprus, which was becoming increasingfffadilt to secure from Saracen pirates, he rentine
there to help oversee its defences. Then in 1306deved a summons from the then Pope, Clement V,
asking him to come to France along with the Graredter of the Hospitallers, William de V il lared, t
discuss the combining of the two military Orders.

De Molay arrived in France the following year andsvstaying at the Paris Temple, when he was adreste
before daybreak on Friday 13th October, along théhPreceptors of Normandy and Aquitane, by William
de Nogaret, one of the main instigators of thewssa the Order. The task of interrogating ther@ra
Master was given to the Chief Inquisitor of Frarélliam Imbert, also known as William of Paris, wh
was under strict orders from King Philip not td ki€ Molay. The interrogation was carried out ia th
oratory of a small chapel in the Paris Templefitsethich of course did not contain any instrumenfts
torture. The resourceful Imbert, however, had cpmepared with the necessary implements, including
ropes, whips and large iron nails. Other Templsush as Jean de F'oligny had already admitted uhder
persuasion of the Inquisition, that private "highiBemplar ceremonies took place in the chapel bad t
initiates underwent a ritual "death and resurrettiite into their new life as full brothers of tiemplar
community. This ritual also involved a human sktyllp cross bones and a white burial shroud. THis, o
course, had outraged Imbert and the other Inqussiteho not understanding the true significancthef
ceremony, believed it to be a blasphemous parodlyeotfrue resurrection of Christ. Under torture @rand
Master admitted to the charges of heresy leveljginst the Order, but the method of torture usezktact
this confession is a controversial source of s and conjecture. Several recent authors haygested
that Imbert, the Chief Inquisitor, subjected thdysthree year old de Molay to a form of crucifirian a
vengeful version of the Templar's own ritual, suggabto have been practised at the Paris TempleeThe
writers claim that after being crucified in a mansienilar to that of Jesus, the injured de Molay&rbid
fluids, consisting of sweat, and blood with hightia acid content, ran freely over his entire bdglging
naked during his crucifixion, Imbert ordered thatMolay be wrapped in the white linen shroud he had
found in the Templar chapel, as a further re-enantrof the passion of Jesus and of course the Bempl
ritual. Amazingly de Molay survived this horribledeal but had no family in the area to call in &oak

after him. However his fellow prisoner and suboaté) the Preceptor of Normandy, Geoffrey de Charney
had a brother, Jean de Charney nearby. The thedngat the de Charney family were called in to ¢are
both men and that they removed the shroud andetiéle wounds of de Molay. Forty-six years later, i
1353, the widow of another-de Charney, also caliedffrey and possibly the Preceptor ofNormandy's
grandson, found a shroud bearing the image of albdand apparently crucified man among her dead
husband's belongings. This shroud is now knowha$hroud of Turin and has been venerated for destu
as that which wrapped Jesus Christ. However in 1€&®&on 14 dating of the linen cloth used in thesd
dated it to between 1260 and 1390AD. This andéhmarkable resemblance of the face on the shrotito
contemporary descriptions of Jacques de Molaytsifea have been used as evidence that the im#ugt is
of the Templar's last Grand Master. De Molay remaim prison until March 18th 1314 when he anddhre
other imprisoned senior Templar officers, were @thon a platform outside Notre Dame Cathedral leedor
huge crowd, to face a Papal commission. As theessinins were being read out by the Bishop of Alea,
was interrupted by de Molay, and thinking that 8rand Master was going to personally confess to the
crowd, he was astounded when de Molay insteadctettdnis confession, which he said had been given
under torture, and proclaimed the complete innoce@fiche Order of the Temple. When King Philip was
informed of this he ordered his immediate execusiod either that evening or the following morni@gand
Master Jacques de Molay and the Preceptor of Naim#&eoffrey de Charney were taken to a small élan



on the Seine, opposite Notre Dame, called lle g&da' and slowly roasted to death. Legend hdsait de
Molay cursed both Clement and Philip and summohethtto "appear before the Supreme Judge within a
year". Pope Clement V died on April 20th 1314 ahdip1V followed him to the grave on November 29th
of the same year. However Jacques de Molay hasesot forgotten in the many years since that iddat
day in France. For example, his memory was commat@din a now lost "higher degree" of Freemasonry
called the "Grand Commander of the Temple", whisbd.the initials JBM on its regalia and ritual issm
these letters standing for Jacques Burgundus Mbisyname is also still remembered in the Masonic-
sponsored organisation for boys, of which formeitéthStates President, William Jefferson Clintors\aa
member, the Order of De Molay. It is, | think, apmriate to finish my first part, with the story ddicque de
Molay's courage and faithfulness to his convictjamsich since his tragic death on a river islan@aris,

has become an inspiration to all mankind down thhotlne centuries.
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