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PART ONE - INTRODUCTION
The number four will have a special significande ttvening. We .FOLir have come here to talk to you
about Royal Arch Masonry and we thank you for thparstunity to do so.

In many Masonic jurisdictions, the Royal Arch Degre the fourth degree, immediately after the ti@est
degrees and for good reason, which we will expMihile four is just one more than three and thedRoy
Arch Chapter is just one step beyond the lodg#igjurisdiction we offer two bonus degrees.

We will cover three aspects of the Royal Arch stamng each of us will speak for only four minutes.

Our aim is to encourage each and every Master Mastatke one step forward towards more light in
Freemasonry.

In the average North American lodge, forty per adrithe membership already has taken a step forward
roughly twenty per cent into a Royal Arch Chapted about the same into a Scottish Rite Lodge of
Perfection. It might surprise some of the othetysper cent to hear that we would be just as daigjtif you
advanced into a Lodge of Perfection as we woulif y@u advanced into a Royal Arch chapter, but éhos
who have experienced both won't be surprised. kheyw how much more Masonic light there is available
in either direction. However, there are many ddfares between the two and it is a fact that artlad

world there are many more Royal Arch chapters thare are Lodges of Perfection.

Our second speaker will tell you more about th&ohysof the Royal Arch. Our third will summarizéét
essential content of the Royal Arch degree andarth will tell you more about the two bonus dezge

As a team, our purpose is to encourage more otygain the advantage we enjoy - the additiondit)ithe
additional opportunities, the rewards - and alttowg are dressed this evening in the regalia oBRAsch
Masons, we are, first and always, Craft lodge Masfor it is also a fact and one worth careful tjiatuthat
those who do advance beyond the lodge invarialidgioe more faithful lodge members as well.

We are here as lodge members who love the crafbut have also discovered more light, gained more
opportunities, realized more rewards and want wesbur pleasure with more of our brethren.

On the other hand, not every Master Mason shoute tfzat additional step forward as quickly as galssi
The lesson of the cable tow is taught in the viasf flegree of Freemasonry. Some have longer taie
than others -more time and energy to spare. Jastisiembership in the craft lodge can involvettls ks

one evening a month, membership in a Royal Arclpieiaentails nothing compulsory. In fact, with the
chapter degrees, you don't have to memorize aegluiams or questions and answers; memory worktis no
compulsory, nor is degree work, nor is taking dicef These are additional opportunities, offergmgater
rewards, just as in lodge.

Given those facts, simple membership in a RoyahAttapter really can't impose any great strain on
anyone's cable tow, even if he is already committextlvancing through the chairs in his lodge.

True, there is another level of dues (in most chsgsr than your lodge dues, depending upon thatime
of the chapter) and there are one-time degree Beesf you become as enthusiastic as we, and want



confer degrees on others, that will be your chdreenter the progression of offices (a chaptemte),
that will be your choice. Or serve on committeethef Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of British
Columbia and Yukon - your choice. Or accept appoantt to Grand Chapter offices, or stand for electm
the highest ones - your choice. Yassess your cable tow. You can take advantagéiohever additional
opportunities appeal to you. You reap the rewardsnready and able.

It is as true in chapter as in lodge that simplyasing yourself to additional degrees won't gaimash for
you as the involvement in the chapter's life andkwior the process works its full magic over tirBait it is
also true (and we four vouch for this) that RoyatiAMasonry can work powerful magic given the cleanc
and like craft lodge Masonry it has done so fortgees.

PART TWO -

HISTORY OF THE HOLY ROYAL ARCH

Nobody knows exactly how old the Holy Royal Arch\ige know that some of the material in the modern
degrees was separated out from some versions dMdkter Mason degree, that the Master Mason degree
itself evolved from legends documented centurielieeand that all of it existed first under a sioof
secrecy.

TheYork fabric rolls produced in the 1400's say something about a squamaf the third degree, and other
records in England show reference in the mid-15@0tke terni'Holy Royal Arch." So something existed
long before the earliest written ritual we can ftoday.

It is generally accepted that the modern Form efRbyal Arch degree was penned in the 1730s dtiimg
period when all the degrees as we know them weang lbevised and taking different forms in England,
Ireland, and France. Some say that those who fotheedo-called Antient Grand Lodge created the mode
Royal Arch degree, but we know it was practiseBiblin and London before the Grand Lodge came into
being. However, it was the Antients who alwaysstesd that the Royal Arch was "an integral and ciogn
part of the craft ceremonial,” worked as a "fouttyree."

There is a 1744 record of an assembly of Royal Mekons in New York, and we know that the degrat ha
crossed the Atlantic and became a fully fledged @iaNorth America's York Rite by 1745. Around theme
time in Ireland, it appears that a degree calledstdr of the Royal Arch" was an honour conferreahup
Installed Masters described as "an organized bbdyea who have passed the chair,” and other early
records show that only Past Masters were eligibleteive the Royal Arch Degree. Later it was opdne
Master Masons deemed worthy to be called "VirtwtMasters." You will hear about this degree irt Pa
Four of this presentation.

One important aspect of all these old recordsasttie Royal Arch degree, in whatever form it tomkd
wherever, was that it was always conferred undeatkthority of Craft Lodge warrants; it was partrof
lodge degree system.

We also hear of chapters being formed to confer Miost Sublime." or "Holy Royal Arch Degree" in the
same place as the lodges by members of those lofigparently the lodges simply closed and reopersed
chapters.

By 1766 some members of the so called Modern Gltadde (the one formed in 1717) had separated their
Royal Arch activities from the Grand Lodge's auitydoy forming a separate Grand and Royal Arch
chapter. After the 1813 union of the Antients amelModerns, all chapters in England came under the
control of the new "Supreme Grand Chapter."

The year 1813 also marks the most significant mod&atement about links between the Master Masdn an
the Royal Arch degrees. In that year the Unitedh@Hlaodge of England, the mother of regular and
legitimate Freemasonry in the modern world, sa@¢hcritically important words:
"Pure and ancient craft Masonry consists of three degrees and no more, namely, those of Entered
Apprentice, Fellow Craft and Master Mason including the Holy Royal Arch."

Note: Master Mason including the Holy Royal Arch.



It has always been said that "the Master Masonegegithout the Royal Arch is a story half told agdalf
sung and a promise unfulfilled". The two go hantiamd, or should. They are two halves of the saorg.s

In some rituals the new Master Mason is told herbasived "all the light in Masonry the lodge has t
offer". Many Masons therefore infer that the thiehree is the final part of the essential contéAtnzient
craft Masonry. Not so. We receive in lodge all ligat the lodge is authorized to transmit, but albthe

light contained in the material of Ancient craft 8ary, for some of that was withdrawn and maders¢pa
during the period of ritual revision in the 17088d ever since, Royal Arch Masonry's greatest ehgdl has
been to overcome the loss of knowledge among Ma&iisons about that two part relationship between th
Master Mason and Royal Arch degrees, which is whyave here today.

PART THREE - ESSENTIAL CONTENT OF THE ROYAL ARCH D EGREE

It can be a disappointment to discover that cegaarets are withheld during the Master Mason degnel
only a substitute word is given then. The truttihe, Master Mason degree raises more questionstthan
answers. It can and perhaps should seem incomple®ome, it promises more than it delivers.

Some who .never advanced beyond the third degyethatthe whole point of the degree is the leshah
ultimate secrets are to be obtained only after ags phdinal veil - that our temple is not complete until then
and we can't become perfect Master Masons untiGtieat Architect summons us into His eternal presen

If you are happy with such answers, great! Yousageod man seeking to make himself better and quevi
generations have shown that the craft lodge cavigg@mple opportunities to learn how and to puatwh
you learn into practice for the good of all.

Without advancing beyond the lodge you can devetap mind with techniques such as memorization -
learn tolerance and teamwork and interdependedeyelop planning and' leadership capabilities -
contemplate lessons of morality and ethics, berewa and charity, duty and gratitude - read anehrel
and write and give talks - and build a beautifutiggal temple to hopefully stand the test of thee&
Architect's square.

The Royal Arch experience will not necessarily mgéie an even better man and Saint Peter will not tu
away one who says he reached only as far as tiiedibjree. However, the Royal Arch does contain
answers to some of the questions raised in the tleigree. According to the historians, it contaimes
answers originally in that third degree - answatsnded for everyone who seeks them.

Like it nor not, modern Freemasonry is more thaadldegrees. It is perhaps unfortunate that soyntheee
is no higher degree than that of Master Mason. eerhonourable one, okay, no argument. But no matte
what form Freemasonry took originally, the formtteaolved during the eighteenth century was not
confined to three degrees. The material in the maisime degree of the Holy Royal Arch and latethia
Scottish Rite equivalent has for centuries beearsgp only as an inducementkep searching. The Master
Mason receives only the substitute word, becaus# ishultimately intended for him is given undee th
Royal Arch. Every Master Mason should know this.

Royal Arch Masonry is the practice and pleasurghafing the additional light that completes and esake
whole picture - the full message. But it does msveer every very possible question. Its purpose farther
encourage the Freemason's search for the ultinmath By a process which demonstrates that his own
additional efforts will bring even greater rewards.

The oldest ritual contains an exchange like this:

Whence come you? From the East.

Whither going? To the West.

For what purpose? To seek for that which wasHasis now found.
What is that which was lost and is now found? Master Mason's word.

Lost but now found! The third degree says the wead lost through the death of Hiram Abif. The Royal
Arch degrees are about how the word was rediscdverss and rediscovery. Two parts of one storyhBo
parts intended for every good man.



The third degree provides a substitute worddore"until the wisdom of future generations shall discover
thetrueword" ... and bring it to light. The Royal Arch degree is thhamatic story of further searching; of
further discoveries; of the recovery of the lostavo

The Royal Arch perfects the third degree. Theytledirst and second volumes of a continuous hjstor
the third degree we experience loss; the lossgpéat man, an exemplar of virtue and honour; the & the
ability to communicate the word - profound lessahsut loss. In the Royal Arch degree we experience
recovery. But what is recovered is more than wethadght. More because we hadn't known what it was.
We received a substitute we thought was a profeeedet but is nothing compared to what is recovered

The great Masonic allegory does not end with thehdef Hiram Abif. It is in fact the story of thearch for
the word. A story that must he experienced to toketstood in full.

PART FOUR - BONUS DEGREES IN THE ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER

The Grand Lodges on the continent of Europe, ifhiéed States, in Ireland and perhaps Scotland,
pronounce the Royal Arch to be the seventh stgpaate. So said the Reverend George Oliver, the most
prolific Masonic writer of nineteenth century Ength Apparently he wasn't sure about Scotland. Beit t
point he wanted to make was that the Royal Archstilsavailable as the fourth degree in Englandereas
in numerous other jurisdictions three others hashbeserted.

In this jurisdiction two bonus degrees are:
Mark Master Mason
Most Excellent Master

There is a fourth bonus degree which is the VirRedt Master degree conferred by chapters of thadsr
Chapter of Nova Scotia and the Grand Royal Arcisglictions in the United States, and by one chapter
this jurisdiction - Columbia Chapter No. 1 in Vidtg British Columbia.

This Virtual Past Master degree was created caxgt@go to provide Royal Arch eligibility to Master
Masons who had not yet served as master of thdgeloThis degree teaches lessons that some amdiga! |
masters say they came to understand only thirteerihm after they took their seat in the East! - argh

they had been taught as clearly before their firstth there. And when they receive it in a RoyattAr
chapter, they tell us we do a much better job tharBoard of Installed Masters! It is noted thafobe a
companion can enter a chapter of Royal Arch MagoiNova Scotia or the United States he must possess
the Virtual Past Master degree.

The Mark Master Mason degree is an extension ofF#tlew Craft degree. Its content dates back to
operative Masonry in the 1611 century in Scotlamd Bngland. It appears to have grown out of anestci
ceremony in which each craftsman selected a privaig with which to designate his work, and thigkna
was properly registered. Masonic lodges had ingatpd the mark into their ceremonies by the 1600®t
earlier, as shown by lodge records of 1670 in Abendand 1678 in Kilwinning.

In an old Scottish Masonic lecture is the questigvhere got you that mark?" and the answer givelaid
down one and took this one up,"” meaning he hadmeeagualifications and received his mark.

The Mark Master Mason degree is a wonderfully dtésysaory about the keystone, which was wrought by
Hiram Abif and needed for the completion of Solorademple; about how every craftsman needed his own
mark in order to prove his worth and receive hig&& and about how each of us can obtain a markvitia
further establish us as members of a fraternityrd@ognizes our true worth.

The Most Excellent Master Degree is a favouritenahy. It dramatizes the story of the completion and
dedication of Solomon's temple in which Solomofirat speaks proudly, then in total darkness ofters
prayer of modesty and humility which is answeredh®yblessing of the Lord in the form of fire desdiag
from Heaven. In gratitude and celebration, Solomcknowledges the craftsmen as Most Excellent Maister
and charges them to share their Masonic light axvledge with others - charge we four are hereytdéoa
honour as our predecessors have done for centuries.



These bonus degrees are indeed merely preparatitimef most sublime degree of the Holy Royal Atb,
capstone of ancient craft Masonry, containing tigsko its greatest allegory and most profound syisin,
and much more of what each of us joined the frétieim search of:

1. Knowledge. 2. Enlightenment. 3. The mystic thet bind good men together. 4. The keys to helfinds
answers to the most profound questions in life.

Take one step forward into a Royal Arch chaptertarelmuch we can guarantee from our own experience
the extent to which Freemasonry can help you irr peusonal quest will indeed be greatly increased.

Royal Arch Masonry helps expand our horizons afosfbeyond the goal of self improvement. We are
taught in lodge, beyond fraternal benevolencentaraderstanding of the interdependence of all hdman
with each other, with nature and with nature's God.

If that is what you are looking for come join us

In any case, thank you for listening to us.



