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TheDaVinci Code

The following article named FOCUS, dated June 2004 was received from the Masonic Service Association of
North America and is from the Masonic | nformation Centre.

Though The Da Vinci Code was contentious enougir@éduce 10 books attempting to discredit it, itdau
said he left out what likely would have been thestamntroversial part. Dan Brown said that whemvhate
the best seller that dissects the origins of JEswist and disputes long-held beliefs about Catisti, he
considered including material alleging that JeshissEsurvived the crucifixion.

While speaking at a benefit for a New Hampshirdessi group, Brown said the theory is backed by a
number of "very credible sources," but that hemdtiely decided it was too flimsy. "For me, that st
three or four steps too far,"” he told the crowanoire than 800 people.

Brown said he is grateful his book is generatingneeh debate. He said apathy is a constant tho¢het
study of the uncomfortable relationship betweeeprsm and religion.

Brown said the movie version of The Da Vinci Cosleinder way. He mentioned some names that have
been batted about for the lead role: George Clogohayn Hanks, Russell Crowe, and Hugh Jackman.
(Clooney's name drew the loudest response frommuteence.) He initially resisted having the booldma
into a movie, but succumbed when producer Harveingtein told him many people don't read books, but
deserve to know The Da Vinci Code story. "He alebpuappealed to my ego," Brown said. "How many
chances do you get to fly to Paris to see your looied into a movie by Ron Howard?"

Brown's discussion of his book, during which hevaered audience questions, was a rare public appeara
for him. He has declined most requests for mederviews this year, saying he is focusing on wgtihe
sequel to his book.

He said the new book, set in Washington, D.C., déotus on the Free and Accepted Masons, a seeretiv
fraternal organization. He said the architecturd/amshington is soaked in symbolism and plays a nmaje

in the novel. He also said the dust jacket of Theviinci Code contains a code that reveals inforomati
about the sequel.

(Source: Several News Stories)

We will endeavour to bring you a Book ReviewTifie Da Vinci Code'in a subsequent issue. It is as most
members would probably already know, a best selldre book shops.

P.S. Your editor heard yesterday that the sequainé unknown), is already on sale. If so, it masbbly
just out, because the Author's web-site does rtath@w the book.

We would have to hope that the content is factodl@es not become one of the various past soafces
anti-masonry so loved by the gutter press and penygh as John Ankerberg, one of the most rabid.



