Copyright of this publication is vested in the WHIMayers Lodge of Research and the author, and anyoneishing to
reproduce it in full or in part should first obtain permission from the Lodge Secretary.

Volume 14 No 1 "CHE LECTURN” 2 March 2004

BRINGING FREEMASONRY BACK INTO THE COMMUNITY
By V. W. Bro. Aldan Gordon, Worshipful Master
Vancouver Lodge of Education and Research B. CI&K®N. REG.

Presented at the February 2003 meeting of the Nackmdge of Education and Research, Victoria,
Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada

here are many problems facing Freemasonry- todayh&ér 1 repeated laments of declining
membership, the plethora of demits, 80% non-padiailg membership, unfavourable media coverage
in Britain, financial difficulties in keeping Loddauildings in good repair, ...the list seeminglegmn and
on.

We know these same challenges, in varying degheee, been faced by our Brethren before us, andwiill
faced again by those who follow us. There is, haxeone fundamental problem which we tend to owdelo
It may in fact be considered the root cause of nwrifie challenges ailing our Craft; "Public Petisp'.

By the "public", | refer to anyone not already asated with Freemasonry. it is important to differate
between the public and the media. Certainly, tHaipean be strongly influenced by the media bet th
Public is ultimately the raison d'etre of the meali@ as such can in turn influence reporting bgingi
antipathy or perhaps more effectively by enactipathy. | originally chose this topic based on the
comments of three very different people.

he first person is W Bro. John Hamill, Director@dmmunication for the United Grand Lodge of
England. The second is Joe Clark's daughter, Gaghdrhe third is one of my best friends for years,
Diana..

W. Bro. John Hamill, as | mentioned is DirectorGdmmunication for the Grand Lodge of England, and
obviously an extremely well informed speaker. Hespnted a paper entitled "The Current State of
Freemasonry in Britain" at the Vancouver Lodge dfi€tion's Grand Masonic Day in October 2000. His
complete paper is available on the Grand Lodge ieeliseemasonry.bey.cé have a fair bit to expound
upon regarding W. Bro .Hamill's work and we'll cobaek to this shortly.

But first I'd like to relate an anecdote about @dtie Clark. During an interview on CBC Radio dgrthe
last federal election campaign, Shelagh Rogersdas&eabout her experience with the media. Cateerin
explained how she had very purposefully stayedbttie media serum at the start of the last elactio
campaign because she wanted the press to focuer dather the head of the Conservative Party, isot h
young and very attractive blonde daughter. Whatssloa realized was that the press wanted her atdhe
anyway -- so if she didn't give interviews, thegtjmade material up and printed it. She read skwkthese
ridiculous stories in horror then finally said, 'atls enough." and consented to interviews and media
coverage. Whereupon the press discovered this tBl&imbo" they'd been portraying was actually an
extremely intelligent and very articulate young waonwith excellent communication skills and strong
political views of her own. The result was that bem views were reported in the media, along with
coverage of her father, doubling the amount ofrtitte for the Conservative Party.

| find this an interesting parallel to the way Fressonry has dealt with the media in the past. hattwe're
stunningly attractive, more that we too have ddatay and to be respected for and that we too bese
media fodder for too long.

Then there were the comments of my good friend &iarmo knows I'm very active in Freemasonry. She
mentioned to me the other day that she often ee¥vteals on Wheels" cars with the Masonic symlmol o
them near where she lives. | then spent a few m&exxplaining what the "Cancer Cars" actually tlo. |
struck me afterwards that if this was Diana's apirand she knows a little about Freemasonry, winaaoth
do the rest of the public think these cars aregloin

So combining the views of John Hamill, Catherinar&land my friend Diana, what this paper is tryiogio
is stress the importance of communication with peoptside of the Masonic family, both through the
media and through word of mouth.



We'll diverge a little now. When | was originallgsearching this topic, | needed to get a feel toatw
percentage of the population were Freemasonsdisiome statistical research and | must admitihéb
these numbers absolutely fascinating. I'll probajlye them far too much attention but please betr nve.

There are a few things to remember at this poingfifst is that old adage of the hierarchy of untruths.
There are Lies, Damned Lies and then there arestBtat Thesecondis that these are very simplistic stats.
There is no complex mathematical analysis heré pasic division. No skewing, weighting or othetala
manipulation. | have taken some liberties whereeemambers weren't readily available to me and have
simply extrapolated from known data or in some sassumed the population change in one area is the
same as another -which it probably isn't -- bwtot't be too far off.

And third , think of these numbers as indicators of Masamficaénce. Once we know how many Masons
there are in the community, we can better gauge @fwat is required in using the "uprightness of our
minds" and the "rectitude our actions" to help treabetter "Public Perception” by making an idetile
difference in the community.

Now let's take a look at the numbers (Please cbtimibccompanying "A Study of the Masonic
Population™).

World-wide, the "Public" comprises some six billipaople of which there is arguably something in the
order of five million. Freemasons (*), Hence, &raemason, you are about 1 in 1,200 on this planet.

(*)1t is difficult to get an accurate figure on thember of Freemasons worldwide. On the UGLE welikity
vaguely refer to .5 million Masons worldwide. Inifain and North America there has been about a 86

in membership in the last 35 years. However, thasebeen tremendous growth in South America anthSou
East Asia which has helped counter this.

But the story in North America is dramatically @ifént. The United States has a population of
approximately 280 million people of which over 2liah are Freemasons. That my Brethren is | in 139.

We can go a little further now and see what poprias actually technically eligible for membershigsing
the latest available Census information, we caa thi& male population of 48.9%, and then discdumt t
youth population under the age of 18 of 26%. Renwgrtitis is not entirely accurate because you meisab
man, freeborn of the mature age of 21." Unfortugatbe Stats readily available are for age 18 st just
use that age for the purpose of this overview. Wjleencrunch the numbers through, it turns out thet
United States already have 1 in 50 technicallyildigmen. The next question to ask is how manyef t
remaining 49 have the right character to be Freensaand that's certainly one | don't have a siafist!
Let's think about that again: In the USA they alyehaveat least 1 in 50 eligible men. | really don't think
that's bad. In fact, | think that's pretty damned impressive!

Now let's take a look at England, with a populatié®0 million and 320,000 Freemasons, we get1l5h
of the general population or 1 in 56 of those blwgito join. That's very close to what we see tadape
U.S.A.

However, when we look at British Columbia, our plagpion here stands at just over four million, ofigéh
there are about 14,000 Freemasons. This work®dig aibout 1 in 294 of the population, or 1 in 107
eligible men. So in B.C. we are actually about liadf national average of the U.S.A. or Britain.

Canada as a whole fares better than B.C., bunstiteably lower than the U.S.or Britain with abou
120,000 Freemasons in a population of 30 millidmat® 1 in 257 of the population or one in 93 dible
men.

There is a wide variation between the States. Torstviby far is Utah which has only 2,531 Freemasomrs
State of 2.2 million people (that'sr1 882 of the population). But the best state isidawhere there are
over 27,000 Masons in a state of just | .3 millibhe odds of meeting a Freemason in a street imé/aie 1
in 47 of the population or an incredible 1 in 1&teé eligible men. But that's the same percentage a
Freemasonry used to boast as a whole across th&.U.S

| have the statistics here for the last fifty yefarsthe United States, comparing the number oéfi@sons
with theoverall population. Back in the heyday of Freemagoin terms of numbers at least which was
most certainly the 50's and 60's, 1 out of evergligible men were Freemasons. If we look at ttedeSof

Maine at its peak in 1958, 1 in 6 men over the@gaghteen were Freemasons.



That is a shocking statistic to me. A real wakesalb as to the influence that Freemasonry had ciesg
especially if these men were all practicing theujes tenets of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. No
wonder the economy was so strong and the worldagrgssive. In truth we'll never really know what
influence Masonry had but then again, we are Spé&ealFreemasons and that's something interesting t
speculate about.

Enough statistics. Where is this taking us?
What I'd Like to focus on this evening is the otB87 million people in North America.

They are the "public" with which we have daily caett we work with them, they are our relatives, our
friends, relatives of our friends and friends of celatives.

Let's look again at that statistic. If we add thBd Canada together to get the North American ggtue

have 1 in 147 of the population or 158 of eligible men. | would hazard a guess thet gtatistically

unlikely for anyone in North America not to knoweeemason. In fact they may know several Freemasons
and quite possibly knowne of them very well. But the real pointtisey probably don't know that they

are Freemasons.

So why the indifference or negative reaction tceRrasonry we currently sense?

What appears to have happened in recent yeahgtisteemasonry has become introspective. We bave |
our community connection and with that we are nggiasing respect, credibility and understandably,
membership.

In the early days of Freemasonry, membership wdaioly "secret". This may well have been initialipm
fear of persecution since those were not tolerar@s. However, what appeared to happen, whether by
design or by nature, is that Freemasonry grew ¢orine a much more visible part of the community.

As Freemasonry grew in stature in the CommunityldeoHalls were constructed as great edifices pyoudl
emblazoned with the Square and Compasses. Fargd public buildings corner stones were dedicaiédu
groups of regalia-clad Freemasons appearing ingabt in the press. Pubs in Britain took Maso@imas
and were known as the "Mason's Arms," the"SquatieCompasses” and the "Trowel." Masonic symbols
appeared on stamps in Britain and on currencydrills. Masonic symbols and indeed Freemasonry itsel
was everywhere in the community.

The "public” still didn't know what these men adtydid but they were pretty sure that they did dabings
and thought good thoughts. This was reinforcedchbyfact that many of the people they knew to be
Freemasons were leading figures in the Commurig/Mayor, the Bank Manager, the Doctor and the
Lawyer. Many other men with a wide diversity of opations were Freemasons to of course, but theg wer
perhaps less visible in the community. When theutaojiy of Masonry grew rapidly after the SecondNtlo
War, things began to change particularly in England to a fair degree in Canada too, It may beeatgioat
the U.S.A. did not follow quite the same path.

What seems to have happened is that Freemasorap bedelieve its own critics who labelled the Ceesf
a "secret society" and Masons themselves begaerpefuate the mystique of a secret order. Theyrbeca
more withdrawn, less in the public eye, shunneghtitin in the press, offered no rebuttal 'to théamdish
claims in the media and stopped talking about Fesemry outside of the Lodge. As a consequence, the
public's perception began to change.

It is a well established sociological theory thatisties need and use scapegoats. Freemasongtited|
beautifully because they didn't fight back! Thisyously well respected group became a scapego#ido
general malaise and disaffection that was pervasitiee post boom times. The 70's brought thergis; a
serious economic recession particularly in the Whkd a lot of civil unrest. In times of prosperispciety
will overlook many things but when things get tougbciety is quick to find someone or somethingléone
and certainly, in government and other variousturtgbns there were Freemasons too, of coursehayt t
were perhaps less visible in the community. Whenpibpularity of Masonry grew rapidly after the Setto
World War, things began to change, particularl¥eimgland and to a fair degree in Canada too. It beay
argued that the U.S.A. did not follow quite the sgmath.

What seems to have happened is that Freemasoram betpelieve its own critics who labeled the ceafia
"Secret Society" and Masons themselves began pefpete the mystique of a secret order. They became
more withdrawn, less in the public eye, shunneghéitin in the press, offered no rebuttal to théamalish



claims in the media and stopped talking about Fesemry outside of the Lodge. As a consequence, the
public's perception began to change.

It is a well established sociological theory thatisties need and use scapegoats. Freemasondytfigdill
beautifully because they didn't fight back. Thieypously well respected group became a scapegotido
general malaise and disaffection that was pervasitlee post boom times. The 70's brought ther@is; a
serious economic recession particularly in the W@hkd a lot of civil unrest. In times of prosperispciety
will overlook many things but when things get tougbciety is quick to find someone or something to
blame, and certainly in Britain at least, Freemagavas ripe for the picking.

Back to John Hamill. Some of you here may have Ipgrtileged to hear his excellent speech at Grand
Masonic Day in Vancouver or at the Victoria Lodddeducation &. Research in October 2000. He really
enlightened everyone present as to the state efrlagonry in Britain. There is a strong anti-masonic
movement still in Britain but it is not being fudl®y the media anymore, as you may have expected. T
problem is based on the perception that theresipdissibility of conflict of interest in the Judicy, the
Police Force, the National Defence and many artlaeal and national Government.

It is the government bureaucracy that has thedbitden its teeth these days. But much of the curren
hullabaloo has been fueled by an otherwise inaftddiackbench MP, by the name of Chris Mullen, who
latched onto Freemasonry in the Public Sectorkasdaof desperate crusade to garner attention.

Initially it was a major concern of the United Gdanodge of England. Men in the Public Sector wesleed

to publicly state any Masonic affiliation. Incidgnho other groups were targeted in any way. T e

very high Government Orders issued demanding aflistembers be submitted to the House of Commons,
which of course the Grand Lodge refused. These deedays for Freemasonry in Britain with quesdion
asked being very reminiscent of the Masonic intolee exhibited by such demagogues as Hitler and
Franco.

However, things are certainly looking up. The HuriRaghts Codes, adopted as part of Britain's involest
in the European Community, have forced the varieusls of Government to seriously re-evaluate their
stance on requiring employees and job applicantdettare if they are Freemasons. There has been a
complete about face in many respects. Interestimgl\press, in particular the local media, are giwng
positive coverage of Freemasonry. After many yeaderisive press from the Tabloids. this seenss $ik
miraculous turnaround but the reason for it islyegliite simple. Lodges at the local level begaagproach
the local community newspapers. offering intervieans local interest stories about Freemasonry for
publication.

They took away much of the "mystery" and threwdbers of the Lodges open to show there was notbing
hide.

What the United Grand Lodge of England did wasrate publicly that Freemasonry was not a Secret
Society but was an important part of the commurkitywever, they did state that there were certamehts
that were "private"”, membership lists for examplegl that the only "secrets" were the modes of nm&itiog
which they stated were part of the heritage arditiom of Freemasonry and weren't to be compromised
This approach has been very well received. Afteh@l "secret” is a secret society whose first expe
was in the 1720's and whose entire ritual, passsvand modes of recognition are to be found in lribsa
and Internet sites around the world.

The media, it turns out, have nothing against Fesemry. They were just looking for something toprso
if you hand them something on a plate, they'll Bpgy to oblige by printing it.

What really happened was that Freemasons camd thdioLodge Halls, "as Freemasons".They started
making public appearances again in regalia at apréunctions. They came back into the community.

This has all happened in a relatively short peabtime but the results have been very rewardige T
biggest mistake Freemasonry made in recent yeasniwargetting their attachment to the communitie
aren't members of a Monastic retreat who've takevs\of silence. We are here to improve societyuny o
presence and influence and to lead by example.

Let's take a closer look at British Columbia. Peshane indicator of the relative health of the "Rub
Perception" of Freemasonry could be measured thréreguency of our public ceremonies. | quote fitbim
"History of the Grand Lodge of British Columbia 118i6 1970:" "There are two Masonic ceremonies which



are performed in the presence of all who wish tenak them, whether Freemasons or non-Masons. One is
the laying of corner or foundation stones of cartdasses of buildings, the other is the funemalise..."

Certainly the most public of these is the cornerstiaying. The first Masonic. cornerstone laid nitiBh
Columbia was here in Victoria in 1873 at the Syrmagoof the Congregational Emanuel at'the corner of
Pandora Avenue and Blanshard Street.

However if we examine the number of ceremoniesoperéd over time, we see a disturbing trend. In the
period of about sixty years between 1871, fortyesepublic ceremonies were performed all over the
Province of B.C. In the period of about fifty yedetween 1931 and 1980, only nine public ceremdmadés.

Date Cornerstongs  Date Cornerstong
Laid Laid
1871-1884 4 1941-1950 1
1885-1894 12 1951-1960 1
1895-1901 4 1961-1970 0
1902-1910 5 1971- 198( 3
1911-1920 10 1981-1990 6
1921-1930 12 1991-2000 4
1931-1940 4 2001-date 2

S

Freemasons are restricted to lay cornerstonesimeyses of structures of "public utility and cdtsty,
superb or sacred edifices," many of these buildbeisg Lodge halls or churches. Perhaps it coulsiiie
that they simply aren't building as many Lodgeslonches in recent years.

However, grave concern was expressed in the pgriagrtitled "Death of a Ceremony" on page 405 ef th
"History of the Grand Lodge of British Columbia 187970. R.W.BroJohn T. Marshall writes...

"It would appear (...) that the practice of laymarnerstones on public buildings and stately eglfic dead,
and it began to wane at the close of the 1930thdrforty years from 1931 to 1970, the Grand Lokaigt

only six cornerstones, and all of these were fov Masonic Temples... What ever the cause, thereaapp
to be a deep feeling of regret among most peoplethiis colourful public ceremony of Freemasonrg ha
been allowed to die out in the jurisdiction of Bifit Columbia'.

The revival period from 1971-1995 was received witlnch optimism in the later "History of the Grand
Lodge of B.C." by R. W. Bro. William G. Robinsonrflwelve Masonic cornerstones were laid during that

time.

Certainly the cornerstone laying in Trail last y€&002) that was covered so well in the local medis a
tremendous step in the right direction.

It is certainly the local media, mainly communigwspapers, that seems to be supporting the reag@én
favourable media coverage in the UK. It seems tthbainwritten rule of journalism that community
newspapers favour good news and upbeat storieeadéne national media, both printed and on te@avis
are obsessed with natural disasters, wars, huragady and generally bad, depressing news.

Perhaps it is for this reason that BCTV, when askduky would like to cover the cornerstone laying
ceremony for the new Ambulatory Unit in Trail, rigel somewhat tersely, and | quote,"That's not Nelws.
must admit that | find it disturbing that the digergroup of people who read The Vancouver Sun, The
Province, Times Colonist, Nanaimo Daily News oriblaal Post (to name but a few) and who watch BCTV
or CH are getting their infommation from the sanmedi|a group, Can-West Global.

However, | find it even more disturbing that theadingirculation local newspapers we tend to thifik®
being the eyes, ears and in many respects the giuteenmunity life itself, are increasingly becomipart
of large media groups. If you'd like to think tlsatall rural paper in Parksville, Sooke, CampbeleRior
Port Hardy is owned by a local pillar of the comiityiyou are about to be sadly disillusioned.

There are approximately one hundred fifty-six dailyl community newspapers in B.C. with ownership as

follows:
Independent

B.C. Newspaper Group 60

41

(David Black of Victoria)



Can West Global 24 (lzzy Asper)

Sterling 16  (Conrad Black - Hollinger
Bowes 6 (Sun Media / Quebecor)
Madison 5

Okinagan Group 4 (Horizon Operations Canada)

One of the benefits of computer technology andtaigirchiving is that you can search large numbérs
newspapers for information very quickly. | selechefmart.cafor my mouse driven research. The site
covers thirty-nine community newspapers in B.Ccluding The Sun, The Province, Times Colonist dmed t
National Post, ninety-eight other community newspapn Canada and sixty financial and trade putatina
totalling over two hundred sources.

On my first attempt to find how many articles imstroup of newspapers were about Freemasonry,
optimistically set the search history for six manttyped in "freemasonry,” clicked the mouse anteda
There were ZERO results. Rather disheartened,thsetearch for Jan. 1997 to Feb. 2003, a littkr gix
years and tried again, this time opting for the wmm term "Masons." Searching the header or lealeof
article returned twelve documents, some of whidérred to stone masons, others to just one word
references out of context, several to the locatioen event at a Masonic Hall. However, eight &tic
actually referred to Masons themselves in a Masomidext. | was mildly encouraged. Searching for
"Freemasons" gave us twenty-five hits, sixteen loctv were relevant, Doing a detailed search for
"Freemasons" searching all text in the articlegunsitthe leader, provided 218 hits.

Just for comparison | performed the same searcBloriners” and hit 934 documents; over four times a
many. Yes, those guys know how to get access tméuka.

This was by no means quantitative research, lthddirst to admit there were many deficienciemin
methods (for example the B.C. Newspaper Grouptipad of infomart.cg. However, the results could be
deemed somewhat of a qualitative view of our expoguthe media. With twenty-five articles in aaladse
of tens or perhaps hundreds of thousands, thay/gpe®r indeed.

Now on to the bright side; examples where Freemgduas gained good local press coverage. Lookeseth
articles on display, Brethren. They aren't penned BR company for Grand Lodge. They are written by
local reporters after talking to Freemasons frooald.odges. Sometimes they are even written by neesnb
of the Lodges themselves in the form of paid adsements.

I challenge you now, if your Lodge is doing someghworthwhile in the community, tell the local pses
They'd love to hear about it. We have to justhen know what we are doing! If your Lodge is noingo
anything worthwhile in your community, you havesssk yourself, "Why not?"

The level of acceptance of Freemasons in Britishui@bia is relatively high, certainly much betteathin
Britain, for example. But don't let complacencydes down the dark path of introspection.

Historically. Freemasonry has had an enormousindiee building of this city, this province andghi
continent. I'm sure you'll all wee that we don'tivihat role confined to Masonic history texts. Tme sure
way of continuing Freemasonry's positive influeiceur society is to ensure society's positive mpirof
Freemasonry.

Let's start talking about Freemasonry and abougdieel things Masons do. Its about time we tootecam
horn because no omése is going to toot it for us!

When we leave tonight, go outside and talk aboeeiFasonry with your friends and relatives. Telhthe
about what happened in Lodge. Tell them abouttttesscs. Tell them about the Cancer Cars. Tahth
about the three million dollars a day that Masamiges for charity. That's over one billion $ anjieaNorth
America alone.

Now I'm not saying you should recite your E.A. ghlion on the bus on the way home. What | am saging
that there is very little to hide about Freemasag almost everything to show and tell!



Addendum:

A Study of the Masonic Population
Notes: Male percentage at 48.9% taken from 199@€ei&sus Bureau info.

Data is used worldwide and for all dates. Youthuaipon defined as approx 26% of Population in US

census. Data is used world wide and for all d®egulation of Maine and Washington in 1957198 back

calculated from US popul; ation at that time vsspre.

Data Sources US Masonic Service Association, Statdd Census Bureau, Paul M. Besse) (bessgl.dogn
Hamill, Grand Lodge Proceedings.

Date Location Population Masons % of Pop. Male Poputafio% Freemasons ifp
Over 18 yrs Male pop >18
Mid 2000 World 6,067,000,000 5,000,000 008 1in 1R13 2D952( 0.2 1in 439
See note
Nov 01 2000 USA 276,059,000
1999 USA 272,878,0q0 1,967,208 0|72 1in [L39 98,743,633 9|1 5(Q
199(Q USA 241,438,040 2,688,819 1|11 1in 90 90,261,635 28 34
198(Q USA 226,546,040 3,183,808 1{41 1in 71 81,977,936 B3B8 24
1970 USA 204,878,0q0 3,757,848 1|83 1in 55 74,131,153 b.o7 20
196(Q USA 177,830,0d0 4,099,219 2{311in 43 64,349,564 6.87 14
195(Q USA 140,188,04d0 3,644,684 2[60 1in 38 53,984,170 6.6 159
1940 USA 132,122,040 2,457,263 1{86 1in 54 47,809,667 bivd 19
1999 Washington 5,757,4P0 24,462 043 1in [232 2,083,373 19|1.in 84
1999 Maine 1,274,943 27,115 213 1in 47 461344 5.88 1in| 17
1999 Ohio 11,353,140 143,882 1]27 1in 79 4,108|247 3.50 129
1999 Vermont 608,847 8,419 1PB91in 72 220,810 B.851in| 26
1999 West Virginia 1,808,344 24,862 1{37 1in 73 654(367 80jd in 24
1999 Utah 2,233,149 2581 O0f111in 882 808J095 .31 1in| 319
1958 Maine (Calc) 831,000 47,964 5|77 1in 17 300|706 13.95 6
19571 Washington (Calc 3,752,000 69,285 1.851in 54 1638y 51¢ 1in 2D
Proj 200( Canada 30,750,700 119,21 0.391in |257 113%7,2 1.041in 93
Proj 200( BC 4,063,8(0 13,80 0{34 1in 294 1,4701527 0.6v 107
Ontario 11,669,3 65,019 0p61in 179 4,2221669 1.54 169
1999 North America 303,628,1p0 2,086,729 0.69 1in [146 , 809864 19p1in 93
(Canada+USA)
Mid-1999 UK 59,500,90 21,530,99¢
England 49,752,9q0 320,0p0 064 1in 155 18,003,584 1in8 156
Scotland 5,119,240 1,852,434
N. Ireland 1,691,8 612,194
Wales 2,937,0 1,062,78]



HOW MANY FREEMASONS ARE THERE IN THE WORLD??

1964 (*) 1999 Change

England and Wales 550,000 320,000 -41.82%
Scotland 400,040

! - 0
reland 47,00 150,00( 66.44%
Canada 250,000 119,521  -52.19%
United States 4,100,0p0 1,967,208 -52.02%
Sub-Total 5,347,000 2,556,7P9 -52.1B%
Europe 80,0
Australasia 375,000
Latin America 50,00
Philippines 10,0
Other Areas 25,000
(India. Japan, Africa, Israel, etc )
Sub-Total 540,000 2,500,0p0 450.0p%
TOTAL 5,887,000 5,000,040

(Est)

(*) Source: Catholic Encyclopedia - honest!

Comment: it is difficult to get an accurate figume the number of Freemasons world-wide. On the UGLE
website, they vaguely refer to 5 million Masons Matide. In Britain and North America, there hasibee
about a 50% drop in membership in the last 30 yétysever there has been a tremendous growth ithSou
America and South East Asia which has helped cotimte The growth shown here has been back-
calculated from the known figures, and may notdmieate.



