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Thefollowing lecture was delivered at the Barron Barnett Lodge of Research and I nstruction U.G. L. Q.
by Wor Bro. Peter Kemp at the March 2002 meeting :

THE MYTH OF MASONIC EQUALITY.

Worshipful Master and brethren, this evening | warmdo something heretical. | want to plant in yminds
some doubts as to Masonic Equality. Hopefully, whieave finished this brief talk, | will also have
removed those doubts. If | fail, | run the riskba&fing excommunicated, cited or stoned to deathgivevier
comes first.

To strengthen some of my arguments, it will be seagy to quote from Rituals used by other Orddlgro
Constitutions and in other States. But | promisetaoeveal any of those Secrets | have promisednie
reveal:

Theoretical Communism and theoretical Freemasoavg lone belief in common, based on the premise that
all men are equal. We know the old saying fromah&-Communists "Sure, all men are equal; but saree
more equal than others!" There is some truth inttite remark. Under the Communist rule, the l@awel
workers wore cotton tunics, and lived many famiti@gach house. The middle class wore gabardine
clothing, and lived one family per house. But tipper echelon wore woollen tunics and lived in luous
houses behind high walls. Surely no one would ela@m that some Freemasons are more equal tharsothe
or would they?

You heard the master announce me this evening asB&m Peter Kemp, etc. A simple announcement,
demonstrating that | am a Freemason, and thatd hagn installed into the Chair of King Solomon.
However, on the walls encircling the Urn of Remeamime in the Ann Street Masonic Centre are photos of
the present and past Grand Masters. Each cargethect title of 'Most Worshipful Brother', buten
includes civilian and/or military titles. For exalepne states that the photo is'®f. W Bro His Excellency
Colonel, the Rt. Honorable Sir Leslie Orme Wilde@, GCSI GCMG GCIE DSO., GM 1934-1946,
P.DistGM (Bombay), PGD (England)."

And listen to the words of a Grand Director of Geomies, when an Earl was installed as a First Grand
Principal of the Supreme Grand Royal Arch Chapt&antland several years ago:

"l hereby proclaim Most Excellent Companion Andi2euglas Alexander Thomas BRUCE, Eleventh Earl
of Elgin and Fifteenth Earl of Kilcardine, Barondth of Elgin in the United Kingdom, Baron Bruce of
Kinross and Tony, Honorary Colonel of the 153rd iRt Royal Corps of Transport, Honorary Colonel of
the Elgin Regiment of Canada, Deputy Lieutenantiarider Majesty's Commission, Justice of the Pdace
the Region of Fife, Doctor of Laws of the Universit Dundee, Master of Arts of the University ofddo
upon whom the Cadet Forces Medal has been best®iglt, Worshipful Past Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Scotland, duly installed as........ edee the Earl of Elgin and | ‘equal in Freemasonwhy

could I not have tacked onto the end of my nammyalinstallation,'Scouter (ret'd)., Bush Fire Captain
(ret'd)., Snr. Vice President, Jervis Bay Pareats] Citizens' Association (ret'd), etc.

Commencing on the night we were admitted to MascBIQUALITY' was the catchword:

"In a Freemason's Lodge, a man is not esteemedawuat of his worldly wealth, for therein all are
EQUAL."

"Your admission into Masonry, symbolically in atetaf helplessness and indigence, inculcated taRius
lessons of natural EQUALITY and dependence.”

"Although you are the representative of a Prinaa] axalted by Office above your Companions, yet you
remain upon a LEVEL with them."

"Always be mindful that he who would he the graae®mng us, must be the SERVANT of all."

However, despite the beauty of the rituals justedgothere are many outward signs of Masonic
INEQUALITY As an E.A.F., we were confined to a seathe NE. corner of the Lodge asa F.C.F., & th
S.E. corner, and, as a M.M., to the floor of thel§®. If we progressed to the Office of J.W, we fbun
ourselves seated upon an elaborate Chair, onédiggieer than the Master Masons as a S.W, two steps



higher and, as a Master, three steps higher tlahlthl.'s, and in a Chair that guaranteed that weldvbe
higher than the brethren in the body of the Lodugt @ven, in some Centres, higher than the Pasiekéast
the East.

In Lodges in N.S.W., the Master is required to meta Sign of Salute offered to him, but he musit fiook at
the rank of the Brother saluting him; if he is oiver rank, the Master returns the Salute whileeskdt he is
of equal or higher rank, the Master must stanetorn the Salute.

Please recall the laid-down words used by a Graretior of Ceremonies, announcing a Delegatiorbled
a senior Freemasois about to enter your LodgeNot "seeks permission to enter...". After greetimg
senior Freemason, the Master - although electatiebBrethren to rule and govern their Lodge - guieed
by protocol to surrender his Gavel of Office.

Have you noticed at installations that the Grandriteloes not stand whilst the Masters and Brethnen s
"Salute to the Master'? | asked a G. L. Officer wingy did not stand, and he repligebr the same reason
that you Masters don't stand when they sing 'Satutbe Wardens'.Masonic Equality?

Let's go back to some portions of the Rituals efdaraft and other Orders:
"You are now SUPERIOR to an E.A.F, but INFERIOR&b which it is hoped you will in due course
attain”.

"l invest you with the DISTINGUISHING Badge of &£F."

"You are to recommend to INFERIORS, obedience abihission, to EQUALS, courtesy and affability, and
to SUPERIORS, kindness and condescension."

"We place these rods in your hands as emblems @WE®and AUTHORITY"

'You are entitled to be respected and obeyed asf@hid Ruler; clothed with lawful "AUTHORITY"

"I now hand you the baton of this Sovereign Chapter emblem ofyour AUIHORITY."

The question now arises what POWER, what AUTHORATY

The Presiding Officer, be he a Master or a Prifn@pa Sovereign, is neither a Despot nor a Dictdtie

has not achieved that Office by rigging a ballothby a military coup, or by the payment of largenswof
money. He has been so elected by the members bbdge."No Muster or Warden is chosen by seniority,
but far his merit."

He is as firmly bound by the Constitution and ByaSaas are the members of his Loddéou will cause
these (the Constitution and By-Laws) to be punbtudieyed in your chapter; and will not permit the

slightest deviation from themHe cannot alter any By-Law without the consenthef inembers, and only
then by following a laid-down procedure which cddls the full support of those members.

He cannot appoint officers on the ladder of progjms but is sometimes allowed the courtesy of matitig
his Director of Ceremonies and his Secretary, lbesé nominations are still open to challenge frioen t
Floor, and, if challenged, must be settled by lhallo

He cannot authorize the payment of any Lodge momitt®ut the consent of its members, who have the
right to query any account.

He cannot admit a person into our Craft unlesspbedon has been properly proposed and seconded,
interviewed and approved, and accepted by ballot.ddn he advance a Candidate to a further Degree
without the permission of the members. "Brethreichss the usual course of examination. Are yoisfad
with the, proficiency exhibited by the Candidated @are you content that he be passed (or raised)?"

It must then be obvious that the words POWER and@ORITY, as used in our Rituals, do not apply in
the normally accepted sense. So, to what do tHey?re

In the Charge after Initiation, the E.A.F. is adddofeel yourself called upon to make a daily advancgme
in Masonic Knowledgeln the Charge after Passing, the F.C.F. is'adda Craftsman, in our private
assemblies, you may offer your sentiments andansron such subjects as are regularly introducedeun
the superintendence of the W.M., who will guardltfiedmarks against encroachment'.

Can we now reconsider any doubts we may have,ardfbr an association between the word POWER and
the obligation to guard the Landmarks; and an éaton between the word AUTHORITY and the duty to



disseminate Masonic knowledge? If we can concaigé associations, let me now insert into some previ
guotes, words and phrases that | deliberately ethit the time.

"I now invest you with the distinguishing Badgea ®&C.F., to mark the progress you have made in the
Craft"

"I now hand you the Baton of this Sovereign Chapter emblem of your authority, and as such, may yo
now begin your labours fi)r the good of Humanity."

Brethren, since Masonry is@rogressive Science, consisting of different Degnghich permit a gradual
advancement in the knowledge of its mysteties) most surelydistinction in rank is necessary among men
to preserve due order and authority, and as a relarmerit and ability'Then and only then, can we

justify the regalia, the collars and jewels, arg @hairs belonging to those whom we recognize as ou
teachers. In one of the Sectional lectures of tladtQhe question is asket¥Vhat inducement have you to
leave the West and go to the Easifidthe answer given isTo seek a Master and from him to gain
instruction"How do we recognize these Masters, capable ollictitig us, unless they are set apart by some
visible signs? Having recognized these signs, vie that their regaliawhile it marks their own superiority,

it calls on them to afford assistance and instrttio their brethren.Then our Master can live up to the
Charge'You solemnly promise that you will promote theegahgood of our Order; and on all proper
occasions be ready to give and receive instructitign we can assist in the fulfiiment of the prajgmrich

his mind with true and genuine knowledge, that bg he better enabled to enlighten the minds of his
brethren”

Worshipful Master, | make no apologies if | havamikd or resurrected some doubts about Masonidiggua
in your mind, or in the minds of your brethren.

But | will be deeply upset if those doubts stillmain. Each of us this evening, wears some extsigalof
the progress he has made in the Science. On l#libtise of us who are willing to submit and learn,
Worshipful Master, | salute you, a Brother Masorovaly wearing that Regalia and occupying that Chair,
has accepted the awesome obligation to rule atehtd.

With your permission, | will now vacate my elevagasition here at a Lectern in the East, and redtumy
lower position in a chair as your Steward.

On conclusion of the addres¥or.Bro..Fried said that he was astounded when he first arrived i
Queensland at the pomp surrounding our ceremonikth@ advancement from the lower offices through t
the Master's Chair. In Belgium at the Election fic@rs, all positions are open and any brotherloan
nominated for any office, including that of Mast€here is no progression of office.

V.W.Bro.Campbell said we are taught 'my brother and my equal’, y&var.Bro Kemp said, am | equal to
an Earl, a Lord etc, what is equality?

R.W.Bro.Wells in moving a vote of thanks to Wor.Bro.Kemp for bantribution, reminded the brethren
that in the animal kingdom there has to be a letprevent anarchy. We see it in wild and domestic
animals, birds of the air etc, even our own familiehe Wor.Master is the leader of this lodge &edGrand
Master is leader of the U.G.L.Q.

V.W.Bro.Jeffery seconded the vote of thanks which was carried.

The W.H.J.Mayers Lodge of Research invites alleemdnd members to submit their comments and
discussion®nthe above paper. These could thenddayed to R.W.Bro. Wells, secretary of Barron E#irn

kkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkhkhkhkkkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk kkkkkkhkkkkkkkkk



