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The universe is but one great city, full of beloved ones, divine and human, by nature 
endeared to each other.

Epictetus
Greek (Phrygian) philosopher (55 - 135)

• Definitions of terms used:

• Caodaism: refers to the religion. Dao Cao Dai 
(referred to in English as Caodaism) which means 
The Way of ‘Cao Dai’. 

• Caodai:  (pronounced Cow-dye) refers to 
followers or adherents of Caodaism.

• Cao Dai: (two words) means high palace and 
refers to the home of principal or supreme deity 
of Caodaism. 



Introduction

• Paper was inspired by an interesting article on 
Caodaism in Geo magazine. Emblazoned on 
its page in bright colour was the all seeing eye.     



• Many similarties between Caodaism and 
Freemasonry’s universality and multiculturalism 
make the link worthy of research.

• Paper explores the concepts of Brotherhood and 
Brotherly Love, provides a background on the 
historical formation of Caodaism, Vietnamese 
Freemasonry and some of its members, the 
French Connection, the Masonic Connection, 
some parallel connections, and concludes with a 
modern-day brief summary of Caodaism.



• Background

• What is a Brotherhood?

• Socialising

• Support

• Networking

• Communities

• Unity

• Harmony and living harmoniously



• Brotherly Love.

• Historical Formation of Caodaism.

• The Fundamental Principles of Caodaism:

• Moral perspective:

• Ethical perspective:

• Spiritual perspective:



Vietnamese Freemasonry

• The French Connection:



Tay Ninh.

•Caodai Temple

HO CHI MINH CITY – Formerly 
SAIGON.

•Le Reveil de l'Orient
• Les Fervents du Progres 

•La Ruche de l'Orient
•Les Abeilles d'Orient
•Les Fervents du Progrès réunis

•La Fraternité d'Extrême-Orient
•Khong Phou Tseu

•Ming Luen Tang

HUE. 

•La Libre Pensée d'Annam

HANOI.

•La Fraternite'Tonkinois

•Lodge Les'Ecossais du Tonkin
•La Fraternité-Tolérance 

HAIPHONG.
•L'Etoile du Tonkin

•PHNOM PENH.

•L'Avenir Khmer 



• The Archives of the Grand Orient de France 

• The Archives of the Grande Loge de France



Nguyen Van Vinh: 



Other Early Caodaists



• Some Parallels and Masonic/Caodaism 
significance.

• Modern-day brief summary of Caodaism.



Conclusion

• In our world we have great diversity  under the vast canopy within which 
we live.

• French Freemasons were influential in this area.

• At the time Freemasonry was practiced in Vietnam, two Brotherhoods 
with similar aspirations were worked in unison.

• Even though there were a number of political and factional issues, for 
both organisations caring and assistance for the people. 

• Two organisations, common vision of the Supreme Being are 
endeavouring by their teachings to unite humanity and provide ‘the 
Means of conciliating true Friendship among Persons that must have 
remain'd at a perpetual Distance.’



Temple at Tay Ninh



The Canopy









http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/NHC/cao-dai/cao-dai.htm

APPENDIX: C
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