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After the Tylers Toast, = the 'Silent Fire’,
This was a question asked of the Lodge recently by a relatively new Brother.

There is quite a bit of dispute about this "fire", and no definite answers.

Sometimes the actions are silent, while in other Lodges the actions are accompanied with words,
and with a number of variations around those actions. The real history of the office of Tyler, the
Tylers Toast and the ‘Masonic Fire’ or ‘Silent Fire’ is lost in the mists of early masonic time.

It must also be said that around the world there are many different “Tylers Toast” ( or Final Toasts)
wordings and also many actions. In some jurisdictions the Final Toast is not given by the Tyler but
by one of the Wardens.

The Fire;

One version as to why the fire itself is silent is that it contrasts with the 'noisy' or loud fires
proceeding it and thereby adds to its solemnity, and reinforces the message contained it.
Another version expounds the theory that the brethren are meant to put their own words and
expressions of sympathy, to the actions, for sick, absent or distressed brethren.

A variation says brethren should say to themselves in silence, the words that are often now said
aloud. This custom of saying the words aloud is apparently a recent innovation, possibly coming
about because newer brethren did not know the words.

Also in England, a number of Lodges do not include the words “...and in the air” as this was only
added about 1940, and only meant to be used during WW?2.

Whatever is correct, there are several different versions of the fire following the Tylers Toast which
are used in New Zealand and each will have a story and significance.

First, we have the touching of the cuffs three times on opposite cuffs, with the palms of the
opposite hand; three times, followed by raising the hands palm outwards, in silence.
This is said to be the ‘traditional’ British Tylers Fire.

There is also the same above, but with words. “Brotherly Love, Relief, Truth, followed by Faith
Hope Charity, then Glory to God, Peace on Earth, Goodwill to all Men - And may God preserve
the Craft.” = Generally fairly uniformly common in a lot of Refectory’s.



While another variation is that after the Toast, the hand actions are Point — Left - Right with the
forefinger extended. Again there is no agreed source for this Fire.

The actions accompanying the fire are generally; " Point Centre, Point Left, Point Right” Three
times, then a slightest touch of the cuffs three times with the palms of the opposite hand;

before raising the hands palm outwards.

These actions "Point; Left; Right" are also subject to a number of versions or theories as to what
it all means. One | have heard is that it follows the Sign of the Cross made by a clergyman in
benediction over food or drink. While another is that it is a French Army Salute adapted by the
Knights Templars in the 19" Century.

The best explanation | have come across is from a 17" Century French Ritual, which is reads as
follows;
‘All drink keeping an eye on the master. The powder (Wine) is consumed and all taking
time from the Master take up Present Arms Posture (i.e. arm outstretched in front) From
there they carry the cannon (Glass) to the left shoulder, to the right shoulder and then to the
Present Arms Posture. This three fold movement is repeated three times, then all keeping
time with the Master strike their cannon (Glass) on the table three times.’

Further on it mentions that this ‘Final Toast’, is drunk in silence. This seems to me to be a
plausible enough origin for the "Fire" which some Lodges now use as part of the Tylers Toast -
adopted possibly in the early 19" Century.

As | said before, most of the ideas or suggestions on both the office of Tyler, and the Tylers Toast
and Fire, are pure speculation.

| personally still like the Silent Fire to be “Silent”, and a bit poignant because of that.
Overall, the Tylers Fire which we see in New Zealand is an adaption of that seen in Britain, and
unfortunately nobody really knows for sure its history.

Bro. Harry Carr, an eminent 20" Century Masonic researcher was of the belief that we will never
know the original origins of the Toasts or the Fires, and that however it came about, the Fire has
been amended so many times, by so many different Lodges and Brethren, that tracing its origins
and evolution is useless. So let us just enjoy the special nature of the Toast and its Fire.

A good question on a fascinating subject.

OUR NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Research Lodge will be

Thursday 31 JULY 2025 - 7.00pm

In the Dunedin Masonic Centre, in the Second floor Refectory
Dress; Tidy Casual
TOPIC for Discugsgion;
Discussion around the various editions of “Anderson Constitutions”

and the historical value of the various publications,
Facilitated by Glenn Summerhayes

Supper, then_Finished by 8.30
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