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Freemasonry in South Africa
The beginnings
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2011 ANZMRC Touring Lecturer.

The Dutch East India Company, (DEIC: also knowm @s The VOC — ¥reenigde Oostindische
Compagnig sent Jan van Riebeeck at the head of a smalydiebn to The Cape of Good Hope to establish
a refreshment station in 1652.

It soon became one of the most important stopeem®ute from one end of the earth to the other.
Travellers from all corners of the Earth found tisehaes in Cape Town, this benign and comfortable
harbour, bristling with ships of every navy. It ey¢d fresh food in abundance, the best wines invtiréd
flowing freely in all the taverns and was aptly iwroasThe tavern of the Seas

As the population grew; slowly at first and therairush, culture found a fertile community in whtottake

root; Churches, Schools and Theatres were estalllishhere were Balls at the Castle, fine mannecarne
the order of the day. So Freemasonry started.ugthonany nations added ingredients to the meltotg p

the source of the culture was Dutch and it is tiieae we must look for South African Freemasonhyith.

Freemasonry blossomed in Holland in a curious way.

A young nobleman at the age of 23 found himselftet Hague in 1731. His name was Francis Stephen and
he had succeeded his father Leopold as the Dukerodine some two years earlier.

He decided that he wanted to be a Freemason. Wkeaget this notion from, we have no idea, but we do
know that he got in touch with the Grand MasteTlé Grand Lodge of England, Lord Loval.

Loval was not going to let this catch get awayarféis was the first European Prince to be initiatéal
Freemasonry, if that was not enough he was alrbatipthed to Maria Teresa (then aged 14, the eldest
living child of Charles VI of Germany). Lord Lolvsent a delegation of six very senior masons t® Th
Hague, headed by no less than Dr Theophilus Desagjuthe third Grand Master; credited with drawing
royalty and noblemen into the Order and, with Hiiine Earl of Chesterfield.

Young Francis Stephen was initiated and raiseddmtvwt4 May and 24 June 1731. he was passed (made
Master Mason) later in the same year when on ataeisiondon.

His influence on Masonry was immense: not only ail&hd but in the whole of Europe. He became a
staunch supporter of Freemasons. Lodges startegl flarmed in Holland with noblemen taking the helm
Count Vincent de la Chappelle was the first Grarastdr.

In 1735 Francis surrendered his Dukedom of Lorraimger the treaty of Vienna to King Stanislaus wilas
crowned on 24 September 1736 so that he could marry Maria Tefidsa may seem like an enormous
sacrifice for love, but there were grand plans@.fo

On the death of Gaston de Medici, he succeeddet&tand Duchy of Tuscany in 1737. He immediately
declared himself The Protector of Masons and mitiuney where his mouth was. He freed the Masons
arrested by the Inquisition and refused to let Foleenent’s bull against Freemasons be promulgatédsi
Duchy. His wife Maria Teresa was Crowned Empres&usitria in 1740 and she made him Regent. In 1745
he was crowned Francis | of Germany.

He and Maria Teresa were a powerful couple and kappily married, in spite of the fact that they
disagreed strongly over Freemasonry. Family dsinauist have been fun; often she and her ministers
would clamp down on Masonry and Francis would havendo the damage. More often than not he won,
but on a few occasions he did not.



You can guess that he did not get to Lodge muchiiaisons were glad to point to him as one of thwin
and included him when ever they could. In the midghis family life they had nine children of whione
was the unfortunate Marie Antoinette, guillotirexiQueen of France on 16 October 1793.

At first, Lodges in Holland were granted warramtsnfi the Grand Lodge of England; a situation that
continued until 1770. the Lodges in Holland actkaost as if it were a Province of English Freemagon
After The Convention of 2 March 1770 The Grand Led§ The United Netherlands was formed and they
took control of their own destiny. The Dutch Easlih Company was a trading and colonising orgaoisat
founded under a charter granted by the GovernnfahedJnited Netherlands in The Hague on March 20,
1602. it was run by The Heeren XVII (Council of) b5 a private company. They established a rafresh
station at the Cape in 1652 as a private entergdtis@s not their intention to develop it intowdly fledged
colony: this happened almost in spite of theirntitms.

The Cape was lush, the climate gentle and heldwstnpromise it was inevitable that it would blassand
grow. This growth started in 1657 when nine conypsarvantsvere allowed their freedom to establish
private farms A few years later, The Governor, Simon van del, §ranted land to a further 20 settlers and
then a further 180 in 1689. Adriaen van der Sthl succeeded him, was less enthusiastic and tvegs
slowed down almost coming to a stand still. In 1##company started a new drive and was so sdatess
that by the time that The Company’s rule came terathin 1795 there was a population of 15,000 ia Th
Cape.

The Company knew exactly what it was there fomteke money; and they were not too fussed how and
from whom. The British and the French at this tiwere forever bickering; sometimes they broke otd in
open warfare, mostly they were simply abrasiverte another. Nevertheless The Company served them
both, as well as the ships of any other nation stbpped in Cape Town and every one was comfortaitie
this arrangement.

Britain was fairly relaxed in its relationship witiolland and saw no need to interfere with arramg@s at
the Cape even though The Company employed FrerntBwaiss Mercenaries to guard and police its
interests. Many of these mercenaries stayed orat@momes for themselves; they brought familiedmut
join them. Although the administration was veryidigély Dutch, the Community was becoming decidedly
French; they added elegance to the society to an@xtent that for a while, it was often calleditfaris du
Sud.

The first suggestion of Freemasonry in the Capesdaom one Jacobus Cornelis Matthews Rademacher, a
senior merchant with the company who called inageCTown when homeward bound from Java.
Impressed with the possibilities of a Lodge beitagted, he recommended on his return to Hollar7iéd

that steps be taken to form a Lodge in rapidly agdpay port city.

A young man named Abraham Chiron arrived in TheeClage years later and came to the same conclusion,
but did some thing about it. Even though he wag wexv in Freemasonry he started to gather masons
around him and started working a Lodge without amthority or experience.

As a result of Rademacher’s recommendation or psrbacause of reports of Chiron’s efforts filterragrk
to Holland or simply because the time was ripe, @iithe early moves made by the new Grand Easteof t
Netherlands in Holland was to appoint a ships é¢aptae Bro Abraham van der Weijde, as a roving
ambassador for Freemasonry in the colonies. Heibledchimself as Second Deputy Grand Master and
Plenipotentiary.

When he arrived at The Cape on 24 April 1772, dendt allow grass to grow under his feet; he
immediately set about forming a Lodge. Eight ddysrdanding he held his first meeting. On 2 Mag te
masons attended, three of whom were employee®d/@C. Two days later he issued a Provisional
Warrant for Lodge De Goede Hoop to hold meetingge iext day he drew up the formal petition for the
establishment of the Lodge. The Charter was apprawe received in Cape Town a few months laterddate
the first day of the ninth month of the year AL 242772). Abraham de Mist took this to mean 1 Novem
1772, working from the Masonic year beginning, loa £' March.



Abraham Chiron was a young man; he was sent byWIfe to the Cape for a five year stint and arriired
1769. He was born in Frankfurt-on-Maine and inithin the Lodge Zur Einigkeit which met there if6%

and held the Rose Croiz degree. Even though hearaparatively young he had been rounding up masons
and had even started conferred degrees on brethireal go-getter.

A year after his arrival, on #3September 1770, he married Marie Philippe Rog&eafan and they had
four children.

He brought in two fellow employees of the Companmtp ihis group: Van Schoor and Christoffel Brand. OG
de Wet, the Landrost (magistrate) of Stellenbosab aymason from Europe and with six other masons
formed a sort of Lodge. There were no formal &est they simply settled into various offices atarted
working as best they could: Chiron was a Germaromgate others were probably Dutch but had beeryawa
from their lodges for many years. One can only iimagvhat a mish-mash of assorted degrees fromtassor
origins the ritual must have been.

Van der Weijde’s arrival brought some regularityheir organisation and to their work. The ten lbret

that attended his first meeting were the Petitisn€wo more names were added a little later taCinarter:
Van Oudshoorn and Snyders; the latter was in fecQaptain of De Paauw, the ship that brought \é&an d
Weijde to the Cape. The first meeting was heldhend" May 1772, getting the Lodge off to a flying start
They opened an Entered Apprentice Lodge and ttaedidates were proposed and balloted for. That &odg
was closed and a Master Masons’ Lodge was opemethds Mathinus Adriaan Bergh, who was described
as a ‘Compagnor’ was raised to the ‘Sublime DegfeeMaster Mason’. They then closed the Lodge and
reopened an Enter Apprentice Lodge and JH Stammaeiinitiated gratis and was promptly employed by
the Lodge for two rixdollars a month as the eqwabf out Tyler. A watchman on the outer door.

They held eight meetings before July 1772; on n@oasions two or three workings at a meetingnofte
two meetings on one day. Then the minutes stoppdda gap of 20 blank pages was left. The segrévar
van Oorde, resigned his office; the Lodge votedhen matter and it was agreed by 7 votes to 4mattept
his resignation. Why? We don’t know; but it did ialp that he simply did not write minutes, a coompise
was reached by the appointment of CF German astassgecretary. He wrote the next entry in theutein

book, on 21 January 1774. The Lodge had not stbpeking in this period: we know this because we

encounter new names on the roll and old namedferelnt positions.

Early in the New Year van der Weijde called in agati the Cape to see how his fledging Lodge wasdar
He was invited to dinner at the castle by the governor van Plettenberg and after the dinner was
accompani9ed back to his lodgings by Captain Phiissel. Somehow they fell out: we don’t know the
reason that they took issue with one another leutlen know they crossed swords and van der Weigde w
wounded. He was rushed to The Company’s new hogpitae Heerengrach (today’s Adderley Street) but
he died of his wounds on 3January 1773; in all probability his was the fiisonic Funeral in the new
Lodge.
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This paper was presented at the September medtihg Research of Otago No. 161, by Bro Rodney E
Grosskopff. He was brought to NZ as the 2011 ANZBMRouring Lecturer. Bro Grosskopff is from near
Johannesburg, South Africa and is involved in mangers in South Africa. He is Past Assistant Distri



Grand Master, South Africa North. Also, Past Se@osind Deacon EC.
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