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"WHAT'S IN A NAME ?"

Lecture by W. Bro. R. S. JACK, P.D.G.W. (E.C.)

Every member here this evening is attached to some Lodge, whether it be English, Irish Scottish or New
Zealand. Some of us are members of more than one Lodge. Your Lodge has both a name and a number. The
Founder members forming a Lodge meet often to consider and ponder over a suitable name to give it; some-
times a lot of time and thought has been put into deciding a suitable name; but deciding the number is not the
Lodge's prerogative, this being allotted by Grand Lodge.

It appears evident that early Lodges usually gave the place name of the District or Town in which the Lodge
was formed, such as in New Zealand: "Auckland," "Wellington," "Canterbury," "Christchurch," "Otago,"
"Dunedin," and "Southland." As more Lodges were formed further afield from the main centres, place names
still remained predominant, such as "Palmerston," "Clutha," "Cromwell," or "Clinton." It is interesting to
note that under the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, with 391 Lodges, over half have Maori names, 54 being
names of towns. One particular District — Waikato—has 32 Maori names out of its 38 Lodges, and 13 are
Maori-named Towns. In Canterbury, with 54 Lodges, only 11 have Maori names, with only one Maori town
name. Coming nearer home, in Otago District with 41 Lodges, 17 have Maori names, seven of which being
place names such as Wanaka, Waitaki, Ngapara, etc. Some names have been well thought out, others with
very little inventiveness. Some have euphonious names such as Haeremai (which means in English,
"Welcome") ; Koputai (which is the Maori name for the Bay near Port Chalmers) ; Taharangi (variously
translated as Horizon, a variety of fish, listless, inactive, undecided, House on the Hill). Even the name
"Lodge Maori" is to me attractive, more especially because my grandfather, who was the first Treasurer of
the Lodge, was one who suggested this name. It was very interesting to read in the May number of the
Craftsman how the name "Rutland" was brought into being; and I suggest that the members who have not
read it should do so.

For over a period of 75 years the name of Jack has appeared in English Lodges in this District, so I intend to-
night to refer to English Lodges in particular.

Of the Lodges on the Register of the Grand Lodge of England, about 300 were in existence at the beginning
of the last century. To be more accurate, at the time of the Union, the last Lodge warranted was No. 339; and
of these, 101 met in London, 17 in foreign parts, and the remaining 221 in England and Wales. Listen to the
figures at the end of 1956!—London Lodges 1,592, Provincial Lodges 4,347, District Lodges 749 ; Lodges
abroad under Grand Inspectors 40, Lodges abroad not under Districts or Grand Inspectors 16, making a
grand total number of 6,744. The growth of Lodges in the last ten years has been amazing-1,264 since 1946.

London Lodges, out of a total of 6,744, number 1,592 or about a quarter of the total. London Lodges are
those Lodges that meet within 10 miles from Freemasons' Hall, London. The Constitution rules that: "The
Masters of these Lodges shall send to the Grand Secretary a copy of the Summons of every regular and
emergency meeting of the Lodge at the same time as it is issued to the members." They therefore have no
Provincial Government, but make their returns direct to the Grand Secretary. Their Grand Lodge fees are
double. For instance—Warrant for a new Lodge, £15 15s; Provincial, £10 10s; Registrations, £1 7s 6d.
London Freemasons are sometimes credited with holding an undue proportion of Grand Lodge offices, but
this is not so, as the proportion almost approaches equality. It was back in 1907 when there appeared to be a
little strife among members that the Grand Master instituted a new Order of Masonic Merit confined to
London Brethren. It reads: "That the Grand Master may once a year confer the rank designated London
Grand Rank on P.M.'s of London Lodges who have rendered long and meritorious service to the Craft in the
London area; to a number not exceeding one for every complete three London Lodges then on the Register
of the Grand Lodge." This could amount to 530 appointments per year. Fees were payable into a special fund
for benevolence among widows and children of deceased brethren who have been installed Masters of
London Lodges.

I mentioned that the total number of English Lodges was 6,744. The last Lodge registered in the 1957 Year
Book is Kenzington Manor, No. 7,488. This leaves 744 Lodges unaccounted for. These Lodges have been



lost through different causes. About 500 Lodges have transferred their allegiance to other Grand Lodges such
as those of New Zealand, Queensland, West Australia, Victoria, and other colonies many years ago. Some
100 have returned their Warrant; some 50 have been erased, some have become extinct, and other Lodges
have amalgamated.

This talk was entitled, "What's in a Name?" We might ask also, "What's in a Number?" Locally we know
Lodges 844, 931, 942, and 1128; and I am sure none of the present Lodges would like to lose their present
numbers as they are so well known by all.

Up to date the Grand Lodge has had 10 Enumerations, dated 1729, 1740, 1755, 1770, 1780, 1792, 1814,
1832, and 1863. It is thus close on 100 years since the numbers were last altered. Frequent numerical
changes, although often advocated, are objectionable owing to the confusion caused by altered numbers.

In the Second Edition of the Book of Constitution, dated 1738, there may be found a list of 106 Lodges
designated simply as Lodge No. 6 at the Rummer Tavern in Queen St. ; No. 84 at the Black Dog in Castle
St.,, No. 98 at the Bacchus Tavern in Little Bush Lane.

Getting back to "What's in a Name?" we may observe that identical names of Lodges, provided they were in
different Provinces or Districts, do not cause any confusion. Thus there are quite a large number with
identical names, such as "Faith," "Hope," "Charity," "Unity," "Temperance," "Harmony," "Peace,"
"Perseverance," "Fortitude," and the like. It may be of interest to observe that we have no fewer than 24
Lodges called "Unity," 28 called "Harmony," and 10 "Unanimity." Most of such names were in favour years
ago, over 180 being Warranted before 1857, or just 100 years ago. Names of prominent men have also been
used as Lodge names, such as "Shakespeare," "Burns," "Milton," "Nelson," "Clive," "Dickens," "Drake,"
"Wolseley," "Canute," and others.

In New Zealand, under the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, Lodges have been named after Grand Masters,
Provincial Grand Masters, or other Lodge dignitary still alive at the formation. It is the practice of many
Provincial Grand Masters in England to refuse to grant a Warrant to a Lodge proposed to be named after a
living person, the reason being two-fold. Firstly, a Lodge out-lasts any recollection of even the name of such
person, for in the course of time thq particular family will die out and the name become a name only.
Secondly, there is always a chance that the dignitary of to-day may be worthless to-morrow.

The two "St. Johns" have been godfather to no fewer than 53 Lodges, and other Saints have 417 Lodges
named after them. The title "Royal" is prefixed to the names of over 100 Lodges.

There are many queer names given to Lodges, such as "T Square," "Think and Thank," "Sun and Sector,"
"Sun Rise," "St. George and Corner Stone," "Strong Man," "Ad Astra," "All Saints," "All Souls," "Bond
Store," "Eclectic," "Lion and Lamb," "Pen and Brush," "Red Triangle," "Roman Way," "White House of
Kent," `White Rose of York," "Belted Will," and hosts of others. It is quite an education just to read through
them.

Some Lodges are known as "Class Lodges." The number of Class Lodges in New Zealand is very small,
being mostly restricted to Service or Military Lodges and Research Lodges. When you or I joined a Lodge,
we all met on the level, it being immaterial whether we were Bank Managers, Solicitors, Carpenters,
Engineers or Labourers. The discussions we had with our fellow-men were on equal plane. In London, where
the Lodges were very numerous, members commonly bound themslves together to form Lodges restricted to
a particular class or calling. As Masons they had laudable motives, and strong bonds of union existed
between such brethren, so why not bring it into their daily lives? Actually a community of interest other than
that offered by the Masonic tie has been found to promote the formation of new Lodges. This is why Class
Lodges increased in numbers ; but unfortunately they have a danger of degenerating into a social club or a
dining club, which would appear not to be conducive to good Masonry as we know it in New Zealand.

Graduates of various Universities, persons who have attended a particular Public School, or members of the
Corporation of the City of London, the Bank of England, Lloyd's Insurance, and others have their own
Lodges. There is already a bond between the graduates and the workers of these various Lodges mentioned ;
their conversation and interests being of a similar taste.



The Lodge that heads the list of Lodges can be justly called a Class Lodge, being known as "The Grand
Stewards" distinguished because it has no number and only receives into its membership those persons who
have served the Office of Grand Steward in the Grand, Lodge of England. "The Royal Alpha" No. 16,
formed in 1722, is restricted to members who are Present and Past Grand Officers or personal friends and
advisers of the Grand Master. Similarly, "Social Lodge," No. 62, founded in 1811, is limited by the Ballot
Box to Present and Past Provincial Grand Lodge Officers.

With the exception of the last three Lodges named, the Military Lodge may very well be said to be the first
of the Class Lodges; and indeed the only ones recognised by the Constitutions as being held together by any
tie but the Masonic, are the Military Travelling Lodges attached to Regiments. The two such Lodges, namely
"Unity, Peace and Concord" No. 316, attached to the Royal Scots and Warranted in Madras in 1797; and
"Social Friendship" No. 497, attached to the Royal Irish Fusiliers, are bound by. the Constitutions and dealt
with in General Laws and Regulations Nos. 130 and 131.

Quite a good article dealing with movable Military Lodges was issued by R.W. Bro. Col. George Barclay in
1937 and reproduced in the January issue of the Transactions of this Lodge this year.

A large number of the fighting forces originally bound together professionally in the Service of the King or
Queen and Country, have continued Masonically. In the fighting forces we have "Ordnance," "Ubique," and
"Fitzroy" for the Artillery, the last-named being for members of the Artillery Company of London. "Royal
Naval" Lodge, and "Victory Marine" speak for themselves, as do "Royal Air Force," Warranted 1954, and
"Lodge of Air Unity" in 1956.

"West Kent Volunteers," "Middlesex Artillery," "National Artillery," "London Irish Rifles," and "London
Scottish Rifles" are mostly Lodges connected with the auxiliary forces.

Medical men may join ‘"Lodge Rahere" after the founder of Barts Hospital, or "Lodge Cheselden," attached
to St. Thomas' Hospital, and named after a renowned surgeon. "Sancta Maria" is attached to St. Mary's
Hospital, and "Chere Reine" to Charing Cross Hospital. "Middlesex Hospital," "Kings College" and "London
Hospital" are other Lodges restricted to medical men.

The "Royal Dentist Hospital" Lodge No. 7099, started in 1957, is for the Dentist; while Chemists and
Dispensers have formed the "Galen Lodge." Trades are likewise well represented in Lodge names. Thus we
have "Sheraton Lodge" for the furniture dealers, or "Blacksmiths Lodge" for the Blacksmith. The butchers
and meat salesmen meet in two Lodges named "United Smithfield" and "West Smithfield." "Municipal and
County Engineers," "Associated Engineers," and "United Engineers" serve for Engineers; "Lodge Carbon"
exists for workers in the coal trade ; "Lodge Papyrus" for paper merchants, "Rostrum" Lodge for the
Auctioneers, and "Vulcan" Lodge for those engaged in the iron and steel trades. Lodges Nos. 3162 and 3244
are for the "Chartered Accountants" and "Chartered Architects" respectively; while Freemasons engaged in
the corn and wheat industry meet in a Lodge "Cerealia." The "Hardware" Lodge exists for the ironmongers,
and the "Bank of England" for bank officials.

"Sir Walter Raleigh" Lodge is for members of the tobacco trade ; the 1 London Stock Exchange has its own
Lodge named "Prudence," and quite a number of Lodges exist for the legal fraternity, such as "Chancery
Bar," "Midland and Oxford Bar," or "Northern Bar." There are quite a few Lodges that take into their ranks
only musicians, their names being easily recognised—"Mozart," "Orpheus," -"Lyric," "Orchestra,"
"Guildhall School of Music," and the "Incorporated Society of Musicians." Lodges "Asaph" and "Drury
Lane" welcome the artists of the Theatre. Even the rowing men may join the "Argonauts."

Classical History has suggested Lodges named "The Nine Muses," "Minerva," and "Apollo."

A number of racial Lodges exist for the benefit of people from foreign countries, such as "Israel," "Zion,"
"L'Entente Cordiale," "La France," "Italia," and others.

Some mention should also be made of Lodges that provide for visitors from this or any other country to
London. Their names are "Empire," "Anglo-Colonial," "Anglo-American," "Anglo-Argentine," "Anglo-



Brazilian," "Anglo-Dutch," "Anglo-Overseas," "Canada," "Australia" No. 6505, Warranted 1947, and "New
Zealand" No. 5175, Warranted 1930.

In Scotland the name of Kilwinning is well known, and some 39 Lodges registered under The Grand Lodge
of Scotland have taken the name from the Mother Lodge, "Mother Kilwinning," No. 0.

There are something like 1,020 Lodges registered under the Heather and the Kilt, and the Saints have a
goodly proportion—something like 220. "St. John" is very prominent; "St. Michael," "St. Thomas," "St.
Cuthbert," "St. Andrew," "St. Ebbe," "St. Mary," "St. Regulus," "St. David," "St. Duthus," "St. Nicholas,"
"St. Ayle," "St. James," "St. Marnock," "St. Bride," "St. Peter," "St. Luke," "St. Lawrence," "St. Stephen's,"
"St. Antony," "St. Adrian," "St. George," "St. Kessac," "St. Clair," "St. Fergus," and others.

Talking about the Kilt, a well-known personage attended his Lodge in the Kilt which, I understand, is not
considered the orthodox dress for a Mason (I stand to be corrected). One of the wits asked him to imagine the
builders of King Solomon's Temple in Kilts, and reminded him that the only one who came to the Temple in
the Kilt so far as Biblical History records, was the Queen of Sheba, and then only to admire King Solomon's
work, but more especially King Solomon. One might imagine a good Scotsman going through his First
Degree being asked: "Do you bring anything with you?" and his reply: "Did I what? Not likely."

There are 815 Lodges under the Grand Lodge of Ireland. It is stated that in 1729 the Freemasons of Dublin
held an assembly and organised the Grand Lodge, the Earl of Kingston being elected the first Grand Master.

I cannot conclude my talk this evening without alluding to some Lodges of our own type or class: I mean the
Research Lodges.

Well-known Lodges of Research include "The Manchester Association for Masonic Research," "The Leeds
Installed Masters' Association," "The Humber Installed Masters' Lodge," "The Dorset Masters' Lodge," "The
Notts Installed Masters' Lodge," "The Sussex Masters' Lodge," "The Somerset Masters' Lodge," "The
Suffolk Installed Masters' Lodge," and others.

The premier Lodge of Research is, of course, "Quatuor Coronati Lodge," London, No. 2076, started in 1884.
All of these Lodges are founded for the Promotion of Masonic Study. The Coronati Lodge has a membership
limited to 40, the necessary qualification being previous literary distinction; there is an "Outer Circle,"
however (founded by the late Brother Speth) who pay an annual subscription and receive the printed
transactions of the Lodge ; and I am sure if any subscribing brother should be visiting London, he would be
cordially welcome.

The above information has been culled from—
"Masonic Year Book" (1957)—United G.L. of England.
"Constitutions"—United G.L. of England.
"Lexicon of Freemasonry"—A. G. Mackey.
"Fun Among The Masons"—G. M. Martin.
"Sidelights on Freemasonry"—Rev. John T. Lawrence.

(A second address by R. Wor. Bro. J. C. Bates, P. Dist. G.I., I.C., on "Rods and Wands," will appear later.)
_______________________________________________________


